Along the Road 
of Socialism 


Foreign Languages Publishing House 
DPR Korea 
Juche 112 (2023) 


Along the Road 
of Socialism 


Foreign Languages Publishing House 
DPR Korea 
Juche 112 (2023) 


Contents 


PORE WOU ses icostsect side vosediciwuctaandsesosndeandilmadckwass a 


1. In the First Days of Building 


EB NOW. COUNTY - oncciociiivetaaundserieuteaadeegnianstned 5 
ODOM . ocsencecieheuieperedrarieseuaimeieeetaresene fs) 
Birth of the People’s Republic ........................ 18 
First Trials of the New Korea .............s0ecseeeees 30 


2. Championing the Demands 


Of the People .............ccecccescceeeceeseceeeeaeeees 42 
Pe St Cec arpcecrrectnceesing cr wuerusmnanensenx ees 42 
Establishment of Socialist System .................. 47 
Establishing the Juche Orientation .................. 51 
Inthe Spirit of Chollima -i3 ici sdipicsvavsnstexrgnaens 54 

3. Everything by Relying on the People ......... 61 
From an Industrial-Agricultural State 
to-an Industrial One «53 iscivspccscidieseosadenseanaeds 61 
Key to Solving the Rural Question .................. 68 


Consolidation of the State and 
DOCIAL SYSICHN. <cckcscecdayacawieaandednhueedesaneeenwane 73 


Towards a Higher Peak ..06shs0serwncsenanasecaveoss 78 


4. Inthe Turbulent Situation ........................ 84 


Advancing Against the Anti-Socialist Storms ...... 84 
Inthe New CentUry” Joss icsaceocsiiaaciondpuneebeseaaens 92 
Seeds fOr Prosperity vay sex cncsspiaiesaweseorsessexteas 96 


5. For the Comprehensive Development 
Of SOCANGI osc. crip tea vaxerseenielevxtuedwncuraxenes 105 


For the Realization of the People’s 
Dreams and Ideals oo... see e cece cece cece cece eeeeees 105 


A New Heyday of Bolstering up 
the National Strength cccisivevssevssseeiawsereaie dens 114 


JOUMEeY TO PURE xiccd.ctaaireetiaetsatereedeameauaess 118 


Foreword 


Seventy-five years have passed since the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea was founded on September 9, 1948. 

To look back, the 75-year history of the DPRK tells much. It was 
a continuation of an arduous struggle—democratic revolution, three- 
year war, socialist revolution, struggle for building socialism and 
communism, struggle for achieving the independent reunification of the 
country and acute confrontation with the hostile forces. 

In the face of such arduous and complicated struggle and 
manifold trials and hardships, the country has forcefully propelled 
the revolution and construction under the leadership of President 
Kim Il Sung. The state’s policies for large-scale social changes 
for the benefit of the people have instilled in the people the dignity 
and sense of responsibility of being the masters of the state, and the 
industrious people, in turn, have faithfully supported their country 
with feats of creative labour. 

In the course of this, the DPRK has built up an enormous political, 
economic and military potential, and has now become an invincible 
power which no other country can belittle. 

Indeed, September 9, 1948 was the day when the DPRK began to 
exercise its influence on its own terms on the international arena. This 
is why the Korean people greet the 75" founding anniversary of their 


Republic with infinite dignity and pride. 


Paying tribute to the martyrs, both sung and unsung, who 
dedicated their precious lives to the independence, reunification 
and development of their dear country, the book recalls the 75-year 
history of the DPRK. 


1. In the First Days of Building a New Country 


On August 15, 1945, the 40-year-long military occupation of Korea 
was put to an end by the struggle led by Comrade Kim II Sung. 

Having greeted their national liberaiton, the Korean people won 
back their freedom and embarked on the road of building a new society. 

The national liberation was a historic event that heralded a new life 


for them. 
Option 


Political Situation after Liberation 

When the whole country was full of excitement over liberation, a 
grave situation was created before the Korean people. 

Their enthusiasm for resistance in the days of all-people struggle 
against the Japanese imperialists developed, after liberation, into that 
for nation building. People’s committees were set up in different parts of 
the country and the revolutionary spirit of the masses ran high, creating 
an environment favourable for building an independent state. 

Their revolutionary spirit decisively overwhelmed the reactionary 
forces both in north and south Korea. The pro-Japanese elements, 
traitors to the nation and the reactionary classes were completely 
isolated from the people. 


The situation and the balance of forces prevailing in Korea 
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immediately after liberation showed that the Korean people were fully 
capable of building an independent and sovereign state and creating a 
new life by their own efforts. 

However, the US imperialists, who had entered the southern 
half of Korea under the cloak of “liberator” in September 1945, 
enforced a military government, while maintaining the colonial ruling 
machinery of the Japanese imperialists. They also suppressed the 
patriotic, democratic forces and rallied the reactionary forces to lay 
the foundations for their colonial rule. 

With regard to this, an American journalist, who was in south Korea 
in those days, wrote: We were not liberators. The GIs went to south 
Korea not to liberate it, but to occupy it, to monitor whether the Koreans 
obeyed the terms of surrender. What they did during the two months 
after they had come to south Korea was that they drove underground 
the people’s committees the south Korean peole had set up with their 
own hands. 

The enemy themselves said that Koreans around Hodge, the 
US commander in south Korea, were a gang of expatriates, former 
collaborators with Japan, fascists, professional assassins and 
intellectuals with confused brains. 

The US imperialists instigated such traitors to the nation to disband 
the local self-governing bodies and people’s committees at all levels 
established by the south Korean people themselves, and threatened 
the Korean people, declaring that the “military government is the only 
government” in south Korea. 


The Korean peninsula might be turned into a theatre of confrontation 
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between socialism and capitalism owing to the presence of the Soviet 
and US forces in the north and south and the US imperialists’ policy of 
colonial enslavement in south Korea. As a result, the Korean people’s 
struggle for building a new country assumed a complicated and arduous 
character from the outset. 

In such a situation, Kim I] Sung, the legendary hero born of the 
Korean nation, had his first meeting with the people on October 14, 1945. 

The mass meeting for welcoming his triumphant return took place 
at the then Public Playground at the foot of Moran Hill in Pyongyang. 

In his speech, Kim II Sung called on those with strength to dedicate 
their strength, those with knowledge to devote their knowledge and those 
with money to donate their money so as to make positive contributions 
to nation building. 

Several publications and radio broadcasts welcomed his triumphant 


return to Korea, and widely reported his exploits. 


Progressive Democracy 

In the liberated Korea, establishing what kind of a social system and 
realizing what kind of democracy were a serious problem. 

In a lecture titled, On Progressive Democracy, he gave on October 
3, 1945 to the students of the then Pyongyang Worker-Peasant Political 
School, Kim II] Sung clarified what democratic road the Korean people 
should take for the building of a new country. 

Noting that the road Korea should take was the one to progressive 
democracy, he said: The democracy we aspire to is fundamentally 


different from that of a capitalist state and from that of a socialist state. 
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If we try to apply uncritically the former or the latter to our country, it 
would be a grave mistake. Ours is a new type of democracy that is most 
appropriate to the reality of Korea which is now in the stage of an anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution. 

He clarified the characteristic features of progressive democracy, 
saying: 

First, progressive democracy is characterized by independence. 

It opposes dependence on and submission to other countries and 
requires adhering to an independent stand and a creative attitude, which 
means resolving any problem arising in the building of the country by 
our own efforts, according to our own judgment. 

Second, progressive democracy is characterized by coalition. 

Progressive democracy is a democracy for the broad masses of the 
people. Therefore, it demands the formation of a national united front 
that represents all the anti-imperialist and patriotic classes, political 
parties and organizations, a coalition of the broad sections of the 
patriotic people. 

Third, progressive democracy guarantees the masses freedom and 
equality. 

Fourth, progressive democracy aspires after building a prosperous 
country that can provide the people with a happy life substantially. 

Fifth, one of the major characteristic features of progressive 
democracy is that it is oriented to revolution. 

Sixth, progressive democracy aspires after peace. 

The theory of progressive democracy won a unanimous support of 


the Korean people as it reflected their opinions and desires and as it 
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indicated the people-oriented mode of politics that conformed to the 


actual situation of their country. 


Establishment of the Provisional People’s Committee 

of North Korea and 20-Point Platform 

One of the most important tasks facing the Korean people after the 
country’s liberation was to solve the problem of power. 

On the basis of his Juche-oriented line of building power set forth in 
the days of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, and his experience 
in building the people’s revolutionary government in the liberated 
area in those days, and with a deep insight into the situation that was 
prevailing after liberation, Kim I] Sung indicated the correct way for 
solving the problem. 

When advancing the line of building a democratic people’s republic, 
he clarified that a democratic national united front should be formed 
by the efforts of Koreans and, on this basis, a people’s government be 
established in the way of, first, setting up local people’s committees 
and, then, establishing a unified central power organ on the basis of it. 

True to this line, local self-governing bodies of various forms, which 
had been organized in different parts of the country immediately after 
liberation, were merged and reinforced into people’s committees. 

The local people’s committees took measures of seizing the 
administrative power, maintaining public security, and defending and 
operating public institutions, industry and transport. 

At the same time, they struggled to prevent the reactionary elements 


from infiltrating local government bodies and committing harmful 
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acts and to prevent these bodies from being seized by a handful of the 
exploiting classes. 

On November 19, 1945, the Ten Administrative Bureaus of North 
Korea was formed. 

The body consisted of industry, traffic, posts and telecommunications, 
agriculture and forestry, trade, finance, education, public health, 
judiciary and security bureaus, and played the role of regulating the 
economic, cultural and security activities while maintaining the ties 
among provinces. 

On February 8, 1946, a consultative meeting of representatives of 
the democratic political parties, public organizations, administrative 
bureaus and people’s committees of north Korea was held in 
Pyongyang. 

The meeting adopted a decision on establishing a central power 
organ in north Korea and, as its body, a Provisional People’s 
Committee of North Korea consisting of representatives of all strata 
was established. 

Kim II Sung was elected chairman of the committee. 

Members, numbering 23, including vice-chairman, secretary general, 
and directors of industry, traffic, trade, posts and telecommunications, 
finance, education, judiciary, public security, planning, information, 
labour and general affairs, were elected. 

The PPCNK had the right to enact and promulgate provisional law 
while exercising the highest executive power. 

In March 1946, Kim II] Sung published the 20-Point Platform. 


The tasks set forth in the political programme were to eliminate all 
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the remnants of Japanese imperialist rule in the political and economic 
life (article 1), wage a merciless struggle against the reactionaries and 
anti-democratic elements (article 2), set up government organ through 
elections by means of universal, direct and equal secret ballot (article 
4), and ensure democratic freedom and equal rights of the people in the 
political and economic life (articles 3, 5, 6 and 7). 

As for the economic tasks, it defined the tasks of carrying out 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal social and economic reforms, including 
the enforcement of agrarian reform on the principle of confiscation 
without compensation and distribution free of charge (article 11), 
nationalization of major industries (article 9), developing industry, 
agriculture, transport and trade for the improvement of the people’s 
well-being (article 8), promoting private trade and industry (article 10), 
establishing market prices for daily necessities (article 12), establishing 
a single and fair taxation system and enforcing progressive taxation 
(article 13), enforcing an eight-hour workday and instituting the 
minimum wage (article 14) and instituting life insurance for the factory 
and office workers (article 15). 

The socio-cultural tasks were to establish a people-oriented education 
system and introduce universal compulsory education (article 16) and 
free medical care for the poor (article 20), and develop national culture, 


science, education, art and public health (articles 17, 18, 19 and 20). 


Successful Democratic Reforms 
The agrarian reform was carried out as the first democratic reform. 


Preparations for the agrarian reform were made amid the massive 
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struggle of the peasants, which gained momentum rapidly after 
liberation. 

The peasants won a complete victory in the struggle for the 3:7 
tenant system (giving 30 per cent of their harvests to the landlords 
instead of more than 50 per cent as they had done before liberation) 
and, through this struggle, they were firmly convinced that they could 
win victory if they fought in unity. 

Peasants in different parts of the country sent letters to Kim Il Sung 
in succession, reflecting their ardent desire to confiscate the land of 
the landlords and distribute it among them. On the anniversary of the 
March First Movement in 1946, more than two million peasants held 
rallies, demanding land. 

In order to meet the law-governed requirements of social 
development and the centuries-old desire of the peasants, Kim Il Sung 
visited rural communities across the country to analyze in detail the 
complicated relations of land ownership and, on this basis, put forward 
the policy of enforcing an agrarian reform, which was best suited to the 
actual conditions of Korea. On March 5, 1946, he proclaimed Law on 
Agrarian Reform in North Korea. 

According to the land law, all the land, irrigation facilities and 
farming implements owned by the Japanese state and pro-Japanese 
elements and traitors to the nation were confiscated, and the Koreans 
who had possessed more than five hectares per household and those 
who had rented out all of their land instead of tilling it, irrespective 
of their size, were defined as landlords and eliminated, and their 


land, draught animals, farming implements, orchards and wooded 
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areas, were confiscated. 

All the land thus confiscated was distributed to farmhands and 
peasants with little or no land according to family size and manpower 
strength. And the land distributed was banned from being sold or 
bought, rented out or mortgaged. The peasants had to return the 
distributed land to the state if they stopped cultivating it themselves. 
The confiscated wooded areas, irrigation facilities, orchards and the 
land unfavourable for cultivation by individual peasants were turned 
over to the state. 

Before liberation, the majority of Korea’s industry was dominated by 
Japanese imperialism and comprador capitalists, and the development 
of the national economy was severely hampered. 

On August 10, 1946, Law on Nationalization of Industries, 
Transport, Communications, Banks and So On was promulgated. 

The law stipulates that all enterprises, mines, power stations, 
railways, communications, banks, trade and cultural establishments 
and so on owned by the Japanese state, corporate bodies and 
individuals or Korean traitors to the nation, shall be confiscated 
without compensation and nationalized, that is, made the property of 
the Korean people. 

And it stipulates that the property of the native capitalists and 
their business activities shall be protected and encouraged by law in 
conformity with the actual conditions of the country. 

With the nationalization of major industries, more than 1 034 factories 
and enterprises, or over 90 per cent of the industry, were turned into 


all-people and state property, and transport, communications facilities, 
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banks, foreign trade and cultural institutions were seized by the state. 

Along with the reforms of ownership, a series of reforms were 
carried out to ensure the democratic freedom and rights of the 
working people. 

On June 24, 1946, Labour Law for the Factory and Office Workers 
in North Korea was promulgated, followed by Law on Sex Equality in 
North Korea on July 30, 1946. 

Democratic policies were enforced in the judicial, educational and 
cultural fields. 

A democratic judicial system was established after abolition of the 
Japanese imperialist judicial and police system, and people-oriented 
public prosecution and judicial organs were set up. The Japanese 
imperialist enslavement education system was abolished, and a well- 
regulated, people-oriented education system, ranging from general 
education to secondary and higher education, was established to 
promote democratic education. 

Measures were also taken to eliminate the reactionary and decadent 
cultural customs spread by the Japanese imperialists and to develop 


people-oriented and democratic art and literature. 


Training of Native Cadres 

One of the greatest problems facing the Korean people as they 
embarked on the road of building a new society was the lack of 
native cadres. 

Immediately after its liberation there were only a small number of 


experts, scientists and technicians in different fields in Korea as the 
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Japanese had not permitted the Korean people to learn science and 
technology. 

In order to solve the problem quickly, Kim I] Sung put forward 
the policy of training a large number of new intellectuals of the 
working people origin and boldly trusting and enlisting old-time 
intellectuals. 

Great attention was paid to training new intellectuals of the working 
people origin. 

In June 1946 the Central Party School was established as a Party 
cadres training centre, and in July 1946 the Central Higher Cadres 
Training School was established as a centre for training cadres who 
would run government bodies and manage the economy of the country. 

At the same time, Pyongyang Institute was established as a base for 
training military and political cadres, and similar short-term training 
institutions and training centres were set up. 

In October 1946 Kim I] Sung University, a powerful base for 
training native cadres, was founded. 

Later, with this university as a parent body, several colleges were set 
up. A number of specialized schools were established, and the work of 
setting up middle schools and primary schools was conducted as an all- 
people movement in different parts of the country. 

Kim I] Sung paid great attention to training the children of 
revolutionary martyrs into excellent native cadres and reliable successors 
to the revolution, and ensured that Mangyongdae Revolutionary School 
was built to this end. 


Adult education was also promoted actively. 
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As a result of the colonial obscurantist policy of the Japanese 
imperialists, more than 2.3 million illiterates were found in the northern 
half of Korea at that time. 

In view of the situation, in November 1945 Kim I] Sung put forward 
the policy of launching an anti-illiteracy campaign. He advanced the 
slogan “Let’s abolish illiteracy first for the cultural improvement of 
the people!” and made sure that the movement was conducted as a 
movement involving the whole society and all the people under the 
guidance of the Party and the state. 

The anti-illiteracy campaign was launched aggressively, and by 
March 1949 the DPRK became the first country free from illiterates in 
the East. 


General Ideological Mobilization Movement 

for Nation Building 

From the first days of building a new society, Kim Il Sung paid 
primary attention to remodelling the masses on an independent 
ideological consciousness. 

The main thing in this regard was to arm all the people with ardent 
ideas of nation building and sound democratic ideas while wiping out 
the remnants of the Japanese imperialist ideas from them. 

On November 25, 1946, the third enlarged meeting of the Provisional 
People’s Committee of North Korea proposed conducting a general 
ideological mobilization movement for nation building. 

The targets of struggle in this movement were the remnants of the 


Japanese imperialist ideas and feudal ideas, and national nihilism, 
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bureaucratism, selfishness and degenerate, decadent and pleasure- 
seeking lifestyle. 

The movement aimed at encouraging the masses to display the 
revolutionary spirit of self-reliance in building a new country as befits 
the masters by overcoming all the difficulties on their own efforts, 
arming them with the ennobling patriotic spirit of valuing the interests 
of the overall society more than their own, taking loving care of the 
state and public property, establishing a people-oriented morality based 
on collectivism of helping and leading one another forward. 

The general ideological mobilization movement for nation building 
was launched as a mass movement. 

Factories and enterprises held meetings by workshop, criticizing 
the expressions of outdated ideas and resolving to do their best for the 
building of a new country. Students, centring on the Democratic Youth 
League organizations, launched a dynamic movement to remove the 
ideological remnants of Japanese imperialism and outdated living habits 
and establish the spirit and traits befitting students of a new Korea. The 
cultural workers turned the spearhead of their attack to the reactionary 
ideological tendencies, like that of escaping from the reality and art 
for art’s sake, in order to root out the bourgeois reactionary cultural 
outlook and equip themselves with the revolutionary outlook on art 
and literature of the working class. In the urban and rural communities, 
a vigorous struggle was waged to expose, criticize and detect loafers, 
fraudsters and various other harmful elements. 

The general ideological mobilization movement for nation building 


penetrated in the depth of all sectors of the national economy and all 
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fields of social life and was turned into that of the masses themselves. 
As a result, it displayed its great vitality and powerfully roused the 
people from all walks of life to the patriotic struggle for building a new, 


democratic Korea. 
Birth of the People’s Republic 


Establishment of the People’s Committee of North Korea 

and Beginning of the Period of Transition to Socialism 

With the successful accomplishment of the anti-Japanese, anti- 
feudal democratic revolution in the country, adequate conditions and 
possibilities were provided for developing the Provisional People’s 
Committee of North Korea into a socialist government. 

With a deep insight into the situation, Kim I] Sung put forward the 
policy of establishing a new people’s government, which was a more 
developed form, through democratic elections. 

First, the elections to the provincial, city and county people’s 
committees took place on November 3, 1946 and the elections to the 
people’s committees of ri (dong) and sub-county in February and March 
the next year. 

In the elections to the provincial, city and county people’s committees 
99.6 per cent of the electorate cast ballots, and 96 per cent voted for the 
candidates. 

The result of the elections to the ri (dong) and sub-county people’s 
committees was similar. 


Therefore, distinguished and talented officials of all strata, who were 
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capable of serving the country and fellow people faithfully, were elected 
to the people’s committees. 

On the basis of the first democratic elections, the Conference of 
Provincial, City and County People’s Committees of North Korea 
opened in Pyongyang on February 17, 1947. 

Present there were representatives of the newly elected members of 
the provincial, city and county people’s committees at the ratio of one 
to three. 

The conference unanimously approved all the laws issued by the 
PPCNK, adopted the national economy development plan for 1947, and 
established the People’s Assembly of North Korea as the supreme organ 
of power in north Korea. 

The People’s Committee of North Korea consisted of 237 people’s 
representatives elected at the ratio of one to five representatives 
attending the conference. 

The First Session of the People’s Assembly of North Korea formed 
the People’s Committee of North Korea as a central power organ in 
north Korea, and, as a reflection of the unanimous desire of all the 
Korean people, elected Kim I] Sung chairman of the PCNK. 

The major tasks of the PCNK were to carry out the tasks of the 
period of gradual transition to socialism in north Korea at the same time 
as continuing to carry out the tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal 
democratic revolution across the country. 

The Korean people waged a struggle to rehabilitate and develop the 
devastated national economy and, at the same time, made preparations 


for partial socialist transformation of the relations of production and, 
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more importantly for their overall transformation. 
In the first period of transition, the PCNK carried on the tasks of the 


period, correctly calculating the specific conditions in the country. 


Economic Policy in the Initial Period of Transition 

The PCNK was faced with the task of rehabilitating and developing 
the country’s economy based on the successful democratic reforms. 

In those days the economy was suffering from serious colonial 
lopsidedness and deformation owing to the vicious predatory policy 
Japan had sought during its colonial rule in the country. Even this 
economy had almost been destroyed by the fleeing Japanese. 

Kim Il Sung made sure that the Party and the government 
implemented the line of building an independent national economy to 
the letter, regarding it as the essential line of economic construction to 
be adhered to invariably. 

Accordingly, the economic policy formulated for the first period 
of transition was not merely to rehabilitate the destroyed economy, 
but to rebuild and develop it in the direction of removing the colonial 
lopsidedness and deformation and ensure the dominant position of the 
state-run sectors in the overall economy. 

The PCNK put it as the basis of its economic policy to ensure the 
state’s direct, planned management of the major economic sectors, 
and to properly combine the state-run, cooperative and private sectors 
based on the ceaseless strengthening of the leading role of the state- 
run sectors. 


As the economic policy for the first period of transition and the 
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major indexes of the national economic plans for the second half of 
1946 were confirmed, the Conference of Provincial, City and County 
People’s Committees of North Korea, held in February 1947, adopted 
the national economic plan for 1947. 

The plan envisaged nearly twofold increase in industrial production 
compared to 1946. 

The conditions were difficult and the tasks were enormous, but the 
people, by launching an all-out struggle, overfulfilled the state-run 
industry’s plan of total output value for 1947 by 2.5 per cent and set 
out on the road of implementing the national economic plan for 1948. 

The basic task set in the national economic plan for 1948 was also to 
eliminate the colonial lopsidedness of the industry and develop it in the 
direction of laying the foundations for an independent national economy. 

The national economic plan for 1948 was successfully accomplished 
as well, with the state-run and cooperative industries’ plan of total output 
value being overfulfilled by 2 per cent and the industrial production 
rising as much as 50.6 per cent compared to that of 1947. 

The crop yields grew by 600 000 tons as against the previous year, 
which meant the surpassing of the amount of the year 1939, the peak 
year before national liberation, by 10.4 per cent. 

With the two annual national economic plans fulfilled with credit, 
most of the destroyed factories and other enterprises were rehabilitated 
and put on a right track, the basic foundations for the normal progress of 
the national economy laid, and the assets for stabilizing and promoting 


the people’s standard of living provided. 
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Founding of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


1) April North-South Joint Conference 

The Korean people’s struggle to establish a unified, central 
government met the obstructive moves of the US imperialists. 

The US imperialists were persistently trying to override the decisions 
of the Moscow Conference of Foreign Ministers, which envisaged the 
establishment of a democratic provisional government in Korea, and to 
perpetuate the division of Korea. 

In March 1948, at the Second Congress of the Workers’ Party of 
North Korea, Kim Il Sung set forth the policy of overcoming the 
grave crisis facing the country and the nation and pushing ahead 
with the cause of national reunification, and immediate tasks for its 
implementation. 

Declaring that his nation would resolutely oppose the UN’s 
unreasonable “resolution” on the Korean question and never recognize 
the traitorous puppet regime which would be set up under the patronage 
of the “UN Temporary Commission on Korea,” he advanced the 
policy of establishing a unified democratic government on the basis of 
independent and democratic principles. 

He said that the supreme legislative body should be elected 
throughout Korea by secret ballot on the principle of universal, equal 
and direct suffrage, that the supreme legislative body of the people thus 
elected should adopt a democratic Constitution and form a genuinely 


democratic people’s government which would lead the Korean people 
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along the road to national prosperity and happiness, and that this would 
only be possible when foreign troops were withdrawn from Korea. 

In order to frustrate the plot to institute a separate government in 
south Korea and establish a unified democratic people’s government, 
Kim II Sung reiterated his proposal to convene a joint conference of 
representatives of all democratic political parties and social organizations 
in north and south Korea immediately while working hard to rally all 
patriotic, democratic forces and personages with national conscience in 
a joint effort to frustrate the US imperialists’ crafty policy of national 
division. 

On March 25, 1948, the Democratic National United Front of North 
Korea sent an open letter To the South Korean Political Parties and 
Public Organizations Opposed to Establishing a Separate Government 
in South Korea, and letters to the parties and groups in south Korea, 
calling for a north-south joint conference to be held in Pyongyang in 
April 1948. 

The appeal received a unanimous welcome from all patriotic 
political parties and social organizations in north and south Korea amid 
the enthusiastic cheers of all the Korean people. Even the vacillating 
middle-of-the-road politicians and some ultra-Rightists in south Korea 
keenly realized the crisis, and expressed their hope for participation in 
the conference. 

The Joint Conference of Representatives of Political Parties and 
Public Organizations in North and South Korea opened in Pyongyang 
on April 19, 1948 amid the concern of the whole nation. 


The meeting was attended by 695 representatives of 56 political 
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parties and public organizations in north and south Korea. 

Attending the meeting were Kim Ku, an ultra-Rightist politician 
who had lived a life of anti-communism and a representative of the old 
Shanghai-based “Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea,” 
Kim Kyu Sik, who was a representative of the middle-of-the-road 
forces, and many other personages. 

In his historic report, titled, The Political Situation in North Korea, 
to the conference, Kim I] Sung, after making a deep analysis of the 
prevailing political situation in the country, advanced the task for the 
whole nation to unite and struggle to frustrate the separate elections 
in south Korea, which were designed to ruin the nation, and build a 
unified, democratic and independent state. 

His report received a unanimous approval from the representatives 
of north and south Korea, and on April 23 a resolution on the political 
situation in Korea and an appeal to all the Korean people were adopted. 

The resolution and appeal confirmed that Korea must be reunified 
without fail, and stressed that the Korean people resolutely opposed 
and rejected the scheme of separate elections and establishment of a 
separate government in south Korea, recognized the achievements of 
democratic reforms and construction in north Korea as the foundations 
for independence and sovereignty, and requested, in the name of 30 
million Koreans, the simultaneous withdrawal of Soviet and US troops. 

The conference was followed by a consultative meeting of leaders 
of political parties and public organizations in north and south Korea 
on April 30, 1948. 


The meeting, by publishing a joint statement, solemnly declared that 
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they were absolutely in favour of the proposal of withdrawal of Soviet 
and US troops, and would maintain a perfect order after the withdrawal 
of the troops, convene an all-Korea political conference after the 
withdrawal of foreign troops, establish a provisional democratic 
government representing all strata of society and never recognize a 
separate government in south Korea which would be the result of the 
local separate elections. 

Through the joint conference the patriotic, democratic forces in the 
north and south of Korea were rallied more firmly, and a sacred struggle 
for national salvation was waged to frustrate the line of national ruin 
and achieve the cause of reunification under the wise guidance of 
Kim Il Sung. 


2) North-South General Elections and Founding of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 

In spite of the unanimous will of all the Korean people supporting 
the resolution and appeal of the joint conference of political parties 
and public organizations in north and south Korea, the US imperialists 
finally carried out separate “elections” in south Korea forcibly on May 
10, 1948, formed the “National Assembly” on May 31, and cobbled 
together the puppet regime with Syngman Rhee, who was “elected” 
without any voting, as “president” on August 15. 

This brought the situation in the country to a new phase. 

The prevailing situation demanded that more positive measures for 
national salvation be taken to prevent the complete colonization of 


south Korea and the perpetuation of national division and achieve the 
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reunification and independence of the country. 

On June 29, 1948, Kim II Sung, witha deep insight into the prevailing 
political situation and mature requirements, convened a consultative 
meeting of leaders of political parties and social organizations in north 
and south Korea. 

At the meeting, he put forward the policy of establishing an all- 
Korea unified central government without delay. 

Political parties, public organizations and all the people in north and 
south Korea actively supported the policy. After declaring null and void 
the separate elections held in south Korea, they decided to hold all- 
Korea elections, and on this basis, set up a Supreme People’s Assembly 
and establish a central government. 

In north Korea, elections were held by secret ballot on the 
principle of universal, equal and direct sufrage, and 99.97 per cent 
of the electorate took part in the elections, 98.49 per cent of whom 
voted for 212 deputies. 

In south Korea, it was planned that people’s representatives 
would be selected in secret by collecting signatures of the electors in 
consideration of the obstructive moves of the reactionaries, and the 
representatives gather in a north Korean area and elect deputies to the 
Supreme People’s Assembly. Thus, 6 732 407 voters, accounting for 
77.52 per cent of the total electorate, took part in the elections and 
selected 1 080 representatives. The representatives got together in 
Haeju in north Korea, held a conference and elected 360 deputies to the 
Supreme People’s Assembly by secret ballot. 


On the basis of the historic north-south general elections, the First 
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Session of the Supreme People’s Assembly was convened in Pyongyang 
on September 2, 1948. 

The meeting, attended by 572 deputies elected in the north and south 
of Korea, adopted the Constitution of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. 

It elected Kim I] Sung premier of the Cabinet and head of state of 
the DPRK, and declared the founding of the DPRK to the whole world 
on September 9. 

Kim I] Sung published the Political Programme of the Government 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

With the founding of the DPRK, the Korean people became a 
dignified nation and masters of an independent and sovereign state with 
the power in their own hands, and embarked on the road of creating a 


new life. 


3) Political, Economic and Military Might of the DPRK Strengthened 

One of the urgent tasks after the founding of the DPRK was to 
strengthen the power organs at all levels. 

The organizational and working systems of the power organs at all 
levels underwent massive overhauls, and a vigorous struggle was waged 
to establish strict order and discipline while preventing the infiltration 
of saboteurs and alien elements. 

Great attention was paid to building up the power organs at all levels 
with trustworthy and competent persons. 

In particular, the elections of deputies to local power organs at all 
levels held in March 1949 selected excellent officials who had been 
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tempered and tested, staunch officials who could truly devote themselves 
for the good of the people. 

The economic potentials of the country also grew with each passing 
day. 

What was of great significance in this respect was the implementation 
of the Two-Year National Economic Plan (1949-1950). 

The main task of the plan was to exceed the production level of 
1944, the year before national liberation, in all sectors of the national 
economy and to accomplish the task for the rehabilitation period. 

Meanwhile, measures were taken to raise the level of leadership 
ability of officials of the Party, state and economic bodies in conformity 
with the new circumstances and new conditions prevailing in the 
country. 

At the conference of the economic and trade union activists from the 
industrial field held in November 1949, Kim I] Sung made a speech, 
titled, Changed Circumstances and Conditions Demand a New Work 
Attitude, indicating specific ways for improving the officials’ method 
of and attitude to work. 

As a result of the vigorous struggle to improve the method of 
and attitude to work in economic construction, the functions of the 
government bodies and economic guidance bodies in organizing the 
economic work improved considerably, and the working people’s 
enthusiasm and creativity were brought to fuller play in the struggle to 
carry out the national economic plan. Thus, the tasks for 1949 and 1950 
of the Two-Year National Economic Plan were successfully carried out. 


The successful implementation of the Two-Year Plan increased the 
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country’s production level in the industrial sector by 26.3 per cent as 
against that of the year 1944. 

Successes were also made in the work of bolstering the self-reliant 
capabilities for defending the security of the country and of giving full 
play to the people’s strength. 

Above all, the founding of the Korean People’s Army, the regular 
revolutionary armed forces, on February 8, 1948 brought about a 
change of great significance in strengthening the defence capabilities 
of the Korean people. 

The KPA, formed of the sons and daughters of the Korean people, 
is a genuine revolutionary army, a people’s army, fighting against 
the aggressive forces of foreign imperialism and the reactionary 
forces in the country and for the liberation of the Korean nation, the 
independence and sovereignty of the country and the happiness of 
the masses of the people. 

The DPRK government directed great efforts to strengthening the 
People’s Army as required by the prevailing situation in the country. 

The government stepped up education aimed at turning the army 
into an army that was politically and ideologically sound and strong in 
discipline and unity between the superiors and the subordinates. 

In addition, military studies and combat training were intensified to 
raise the military and technical levels of the army. Even under difficult 
economic conditions, the munitions industry was established to produce 
and supply weapons, ammunition and other munitions. 

While building up the army in every way, great attention was paid to 


the effort to turn the defence work into an all-people undertaking. 
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On the proposal of Kim I] Sung the National Defence Support 
Committee was formed on July 15, 1949. 

Asamass-based public organization that would offer positive support 
for national defence, it conducted energetic activities to render material 
and moral support to the People’s Army and the Security Forces and 
equip the masses firmly with the idea of defending the country. 

This played a great role in elevating the morale of the officers and 
men of the People’s Army and enhancing the combat capability of 
the units, and the People’s Army mercilessly frustrated the enemy’s 
armed provocations, thus reliably defending the revolutionary 


democratic base. 


First Trials of the New Korea 


Start of the Fatherland Liberation War and Counteroffensive 
by the Korean People’s Army 

The US imperialists and the Syngman Rhee puppet clique finally 
ignited a war of aggression against the DPRK at dawn on June 25, 1950. 

On June 25, 1950, Kim I] Sung called an emergency meeting of 
the Political Committee of the Central Committee of the WPK and the 
Cabinet of the DPRK, when he issued an order to repulse the enemy’s 
armed invasion and immediately turn over to a decisive counterattack. 

Bearing the heavy burden of managing all the work of the Party, the 
government and the army on the front and in the rear, he dynamically 
led the Korean people to the struggle for victory in the Fatherland 


Liberation War. 
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Under the militant slogan “Everything for victory in the war!” the 
whole country was reorganized into a war system, the state of war 
was declared on June 27, and a wartime mobilization order enforced 
on July 1. 

The work of people’s government organs and social organizations 
was reorganized to suit the wartime situation, and the country’s economy 
was put on a war footing. 

As many state enterprises as possible were turned into munitions 
factories, and the Two-Year National Economic Plan was reexamined 
and implemented on a quarterly basis. 

The Korean people turned out as one in the do-or-die struggle against 
the US imperialists. 

The struggle for increased production to support the front was 
launched, and wartime transport ensured successfully even in the 
brutal bombing by enemy aircraft. Social movements to help families 
of the service personnel were conducted briskly across the country, 
and a vigorous struggle was waged for security in the rear, along with 
campaigns against the spies and rumour-mongers. 

Meanwhile, the units of the People’s Army completely liberated 
Seoul, the base of the US imperialist colonial rule and the den of 
reactionaries, three days after the start of the war, and in the same spirit 
they worked miracles of liberating more than 90 per cent of the south 
Korean region and more than 92 per cent of the south Korean population 
in just one month and a half after the start of the war. 

Upset by the turn of the tide, the US imperialists began all-out armed 


intervention in the Korean war by abusing the name of the UN. 
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But their bluffing turned out to be futile, and their aggression forces 
were being destroyed. 

The DPRK government pushed ahead with the work of abolishing 
the US colonial ruling system and establishing a people’s democratic 
system in the liberated areas in the southern half. 

Elections of power organs at all levels were held in the liberated 
areas from July 25 to September 13, 1950, and power organs consisting 
of excellent representatives of the people of all social strata were 
established. 

The agrarian reform and other democratic reforms were successfully 
carried out as well. Thanks to decisions Nos. 146 and 147 of the 
Cabinet of the DPRK, the same labour law was enforced in the south 
as in the north. 

All these facts made the people in the south keenly realize what 
social system was truly for the masses, and they got more desirous of 


living in the reunified country under the care of Kim I] Sung. 


Strategic Retreat and Preparation of Counterattack 

Faced with an imminent final defeat by the powerful attack from 
the Korean People’s Army, the US imperialists hurled massive 
additional forces into the Raktong River front, seeking a powerful 
counterattack, while attempting landing operations in Inchon. 

To cope with the prevailing military and political situation, 
Kim II Sung advanced the strategic policy for the second stage of the 
war-—to rescue the main units of the People’s Army by delaying the 


enemy’s advance as much as possible, form a powerful counteroffensive 
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group by organizing new reserve units, and arrange a planned retreat. 

Accordingly, the Korean people and the People’s Army units carried 
out the difficult and complicated tasks for retreat. 

The enemy, by relying on their overwhelming numerical and 
technical superiority, crossed the 38" Parallel between late September 
and early October 1950. 

While persistently blocking the enemy’s attack, the units of the 
People’s Army carried out a successful retreat. Also successful were 
the efforts to evacuate Party and state organs, factories, enterprises 
and civilians from the areas which were to fall into the enemy’s 
hand. Manufacturing facilities, machines and raw and other materials 
were quickly moved to safe areas for continued production. Farmers 
carried out harvest in time, supplied grains to the front and evacuated 
state grains and other agricultural produce to safe areas. Scientists, 
technicians and artistes also followed the DPRK leadership, crossing 
mountain after mountain and waging a strenuous struggle on the front 
and in the rear. 

Meanwhile, the US imperialist aggressors, having intruded into 
the northern half of Korea by taking advantage of their temporary 
superiority, committed brutal massacres. 

The Commission of the International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers, in a report on the massacres committed by the US imperialists, 
which they had investigated on the spot in March 1952, wrote: The 
evidence of mass and individual killings and brutal acts committed 
by US troops against ordinary people in Korea, including women and 


children, is unprecedented in the amount of crimes committed and in 
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the variety of methods used. 

But the Korean people did not yield to the enemy. 

People’s guerrillas were organized in different parts of the enemy- 
held areas and waged a brave struggle. They attacked major bases and 
concentration sites of the enemy, destroying their vehicles and other 
combat equipment. They also destroyed the enemy’s ruling machinery 
and punished the vicious elements while constantly annihilating the 
enemy troops, striking terror into the enemy. 

Along with the organized retreat, preparations for anew counterattack 
were pushed forward. 

In order to prepare a new counterattack, the KPA units were readjusted 
and strengthened as a whole, while organizing and conducting large- 
scale operations behind enemy lines. 

The work of building up the main units that had retreated as 
required by the needs of the front and equipping them firmly with new 
combat and technical equipment was conducted quickly, and several 
powerful corps were formed by combining the existing main units 
with new ones. 

As a result, the main forces of the counteroffensive group were 
formed in a short span of time, and the reserve units were built up by 
hastening their formation and training. 

While preparing a new counterattack, Kim I] Sung organized and 
led the work of forming a powerful second front behind the enemy’s 
lines with combined units of the regular army. 

Thus, the second-front unit was formed with the combined units of 
the People’s Army that had completed their retreat to the 38" Parallel 
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areas. These units expanded their bases in Kangwon, Hwanghae and 
South Phyongan provinces and commenced their activities in late 
October. 

Preparations for a powerful counterattack to deal a deadly blow to 


the enemy were successfully completed. 


Radical Change in the War Situation 

with the KPA’s Counterattack 

The war entered the third stage in late October 1950. 

The KPA’s counteroffensive forces were built up in a short span of 
time, and the Chinese people sent their volunteers to the Korean front 
under the banner of “Resist US aggression and aid Korea, protect our 
homes and defend our motherland” to help the Korean people in their 
struggle at the cost of their blood. 

The general situation on the front changed in favour of the Korean 
People’s Army. 

The strategic policy for the third stage of the war was to frustrate 
the enemy’s attack and annihilate the enemy’s troops in large numbers, 
repel the enemy to the south of the 38" Parallel, and to annihilate and 
weaken the enemy troops while reinforcing the KPA forces, so as to get 
ready for the final victory in the war. 

On the order of Kim Il Sung, Supreme Commander of the Korean 
People’s Army, the combined units of the People’s Army switched over 
to the general counteroffensive. 

By the end of December the People’s Army had driven all the enemy 
troops out of the areas north of the 38" Parallel, and thus, MacArthur’s 
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“general Christmas offensive” was completely frustrated and the 
enemy’s “December retreat” began. 

The KPA combined units continued to pursue the enemy, and drove 
the enemy down to the area south of the 38" Parallel in early January 
1951. 

In order to avoid the defeat on the Korean front, the US imperialists 
continued to launch military adventures by reinforcing their armed 
forces on a large scale again. 

This military and political situation demanded that measures be 
taken to decisively strengthen the front and the rear. 

In this regard, the Third Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee 
of the WPK was held in December 1950. 

At the meeting Kim Il Sung made a report, titled, The Present 
Situation and the Immediate Tasks. 

The report set forth the tasks for thoroughly establishing the Juche 
orientation in the military field and rectifying the temporary confusion 
that had been inevitable during the retreat. The report put particular 
stress on the tasks of strengthening revolutionary discipline in all fields 
and rapidly restoring and maintaining the rear. 

After the plenary meeting, a vigorous struggle was waged to enforce 
stricter revolutionary discipline in all fields of the Party, state and 
military activities. 

In the effort to strengthen revolutionary discipline, all practices 
that violated Party, state and military discipline during and after the 
temporary retreat were sharply exposed and criticized, and a fierce 


struggle was launched against all unsound practices such as liberalism 
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and irresponsibility in Party and state organs and in the army. 

Meanwhile, the work of rebuilding and readjusting Party and power 
organs and working people’s organizations, which had been destroyed 
in the areas occupied by the enemy temporarily, was successfully 
pushed forward and carried out in a short span of time. 

Meanwhile, some economic measures were taken to restore and 
improve the home front. 

First, priority was given to stabilizing the people’s livelihood. 

The standard of food rations and other daily necessities got much 
higher, and measures were taken to build new houses for the homeless. 
Food and seed grains were loaned to peasants for stabilization of their 
living, while some of the tax in kind and return of loan grain was 
exempted. 

A committee for the relief of war victims was formed, food and 
clothing were supplied to the victims and free medical treatment was 
given to them. 

Meanwhile, a state and social campaign for the care of the bereaved 
families of patriotic martyrs, families of the service personnel and 
honoured disabled ex-soldiers were launched. Nurseries and schools for 
bereaved children and schools for orphans were set up in all provinces 
and major cities, and opened all at once on April 1, 1951. 

State measures were taken to provide the peasants with proper 
farming conditions, and all-people cooperation was launched to ensure 
the supply of manpower and draught animals. In 1951 ploughing and 
spring sowing were finished 10-15 days earlier than in peacetime. 


In this way, the wounds suffered during the strategic temporary 
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retreat were removed in a short span of time, the home front was 
consolidated strong enough to cope with a long-drawn-out war, and 
the campaign of aiding the front was further intensified involving all 
the people. 

The victory of the Korean people in the third stage of the war made 
it possible to turn the phase of the war more favourable for them and 
make thorough preparations for finally bringing the US imperialists to 
their knees in the next strategic stage. 

The myth of the American “mightiness” was shattered, and the 
enemy’s vulnerability and corruption were fully revealed before the 


world people. 


Positive Positional Defence Warfare, 

Armistice Talks and Victory in the War 

By June 1951 the front had been basically fixed along the 38" 
Parallel, and the war entered its fourth stage. 

Over the one year after the war started, the US imperialists had lost 
large numbers of manpower and combat and technical equipment. 

Nevertheless, they made desperate efforts to recover from their 
defeat. 

In accordance with the strategic policy for the fourth stage of 
the war advanced by Kim II Sung, the Korean people and the KPA 
further increased the combat capability of the army and consolidated 
the rear more strongly, thus creating all conditions for the final 
victory in the war. 


A vigorous struggle was waged to further consolidate the home front 
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to cope with the protracted war. 

The Fifth Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea held in December 1952 waged a struggle to maintain 
the unity and cohesion of the Party against factionalism and exposed 
the anti-Party, counterrevolutionary plots hatched by the Pak Hon 
Yong-Ri Sung Yop gang, who held important posts of the Party and the 
government. This constituted a telling blow to the enemy. 

A vigorous production campaign was conducted, with the result 
that the wartime national economic plans for 1951 and 1952 were 
successfully carried out, with the total industrial output value for 1952 
growing up to 119 per cent and the total grain output 113 per cent as 
against that of 1951. 

In late 1952 schools at all levels were put into normal operation, and 
universal free medical care was enforced at state expense in January 
1953. 

The wartime economic construction was carried out in combination 
with the preparations for postwar reconstruction. 

Construction of large-scale machine factories and preparations for 
rehabilitating the key industrial sectors including metal, electrical, 
coal-mining, chemical and building-materials industries, went ahead 
briskly. 

A conference of scientists was convened in Pyongyang in April 1952, 
and the Academy of Sciences was founded in December that year. 

The US imperialists, having suffered repeated defeats, proposed 
truce talks to the DPRK in the end of June 1951. 


Behind the curtain of the talks, however, they made desperate 
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attempts to bring the Korean people to their knees. 

They staged “scorched-earth operations,” aimed at “wiping out all 
the 78 cities of north Korea from the map.” 

Not content with this, they even committed germ warfare. The germ 
bombs, containing harmful insects such as flies, fleas, spiders, bugs, 
mosquitoes, lice, beetles and crickets carrying cholera, pest, typhoid 
and other infectious bacteria, were dropped in large quantities in north 
Korea. 

Still, no atrocities by the aggressors could break the will of the 
Korean people. 

On the contrary, the atrocities aroused international support and 
encouragement to the Korean people and resentment at the imperialists. 

Now the US prepared a large-scale “new offensive.” 

They made secret preparations for attack on a T-shaped height 
located west of Cholwon, which they believed would be the main battle 
in the preparation for the “new offensive,” and launched the attack on 
January 25, 1953. 

But their “model battle” done with the backing of 40 tanks while 
consuming 300 000 bombs and shells, ended in their failure due to the 
stubborn tunnel-positioned fight put up by the People’s Army. 

Regarding the battle, there rang out apprehensive voices even in the 
US that the “new offensive” might cause 50 000 or more deaths and, 
at worst, it might end with their troops killed to the last man, attacked 
from both sides. 

As aresult, the “new offensive” was suspended. 


The Americans withdrew the wrong assertions, which they had 
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maintained for one year and six months, and signed the Armistice 
Agreement at Panmunjom on July 27, 1953. 

The armistice in Korea was a great victory for the Korean people 
and the Korean People’s Army, and a shameful defeat for the US 
imperialist aggressors who had boasted of their being the “strongest” 
in the world. 

The Korean people smashed the reckless plan of the US imperialists, 
who were trying to occupy the whole of Korea and, furthermore, 
dominate Asia and the rest of the world. 

They became a heroic people who defeated US imperialism for the 
first time in world history. 

They defended the dignity, honour and sovereignty of their Republic, 
protected the environment for their state’s independent development, 
checked the ambition of the US imperialists for world supremacy, 
and safeguarded peace for mankind by preventing a new world war. 
Herein lies the great significance of the Fatherland Liberation War in 


the history of the Korean nation and the world history of warfare. 
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2. Championing the Demands of the People 


The three-year war brought severe trials to the DPRK and the Korean 
people, and the massive destruction caused by the war seriously affected 
all fields of the revolution, construction and the people’s living. 

The Korean people had to overcome all these difficulties, 
complexities, and manifold obstacles and trials to build a prosperous 


country. 
From Scratch 


Domestic Situation after the War and General Tasks 

in Laying the Foundations of Socialism 

As soon as they won a great victory in the three-year war, the Korean 
people immediately embarked on the road of postwar reconstruction. 

But the situation in the postwar years was still tense. 

The US and the south Korean puppet clique, more frantic in their 
moves to ignite another war, continued to clamour for “march north” 
while reinforcing their troops and expanding their armaments on a large 
scale. 

The Korean people had to carry out postwar reconstruction while 
continuing to direct efforts to strengthening the country’s defence 
capabilities. 


The economic situation of the country was indescribably difficult. 
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The war had reduced towns and villages to ruins and the economy to 
total destruction. 

The people’s living conditions were deplorably poor. They had lost 
almost all their houses and household goods, and, in particular, they 
were suffering from an extreme shortage of food and clothing. 

The Americans claimed that the DPRK would not rise up again even 
in 100 years, and foreign friends sympathizing with it were apprehensive 
about the prospect of rehabilitation in the country. 

The people were at a loss for what to start with and how to do it. 

Convinced that a new life could be created once again as long as there 
were the people, the territory, the Party and the people’s government, 
Kim I] Sung aroused all the Korean people to the struggle for postwar 
rehabilitation. 

In his theses, titled, Every Effort for the Country’s Reunification 
and Independence and for Socialist Construction in the Northern 
Half of Korea, which he published in April 1955, he advanced the 
general tasks for laying the foundations of socialism. 

The general tasks were to establish a unified sway of the socialist 
economic form by carrying out socialist transformation of the 
relations of production on a full scale, and form the basis for socialist 
industrialization to lay the foundations of an independent economy. 

In order to carry out the gigantic tasks of postwar reconstruction and 
the building of foundations of socialism smoothly, Kim I] Sung put 
forward the policy of carrying out reconstruction in three main stages. 

The first stage was for making preparations for the overall 


reconstruction of the national economy. The task in this stage was to 
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make preparations and adjustments for the overall reconstruction of the 
ruined national economy. 

In the second stage a Three-Year Plan for the rehabilitation and 
development of the national economy would be carried out to recover 
the prewar levels in all economic branches. 

In the third stage a Five-Year Plan for laying the basis for 
industrialization would be worked out and put into practice to complete 
the tasks of the first phase of industrialization. 

With the stipulation of the general tasks for laying the foundations 
of socialism and the struggle tasks at each stage, the Korean people 
became able to wage a vigorous struggle for laying the foundations of 


socialism with a clear goal in view from the outset. 


Postwar Rehabilitation of the National Economy 

In order to rehabilitate the national economy and push ahead with 
socialist construction in the postwar years, it was necessary, first of all, 
to clarify the correct line of economic construction. 

At the Sixth Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of the WPK 
held in August 1953 immediately after the armistice, Kim Il Sung 
clearly indicated the basic line of postwar economic construction. 

It was to move ahead in the direction of ensuring the primary 
rehabilitation and development of heavy industry while simultaneously 
developing light industry and agriculture. 

The wartime economic system was replaced by a peacetime one, and 
all the people, men and women, young and old, including blue-collar 


and white-collar workers, peasants, service personnel and students, 
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turned out in the reconstruction of the country. 

The agricultural sector rebuilt and readjusted the destroyed arable 
land and irrigation facilities quickly, and made preparations for the next 
year’s farming. 

As a result, preparations for postwar reconstruction had been 
successfully completed in less than half a year, by the end of 1953. 

In 1954 the Korean people launched a struggle to carry out the Three- 
Year Plan, the task in the second stage of reconstruction. 

The Three-Year Plan envisaged 1.5 times increase in the total 
industrial output value and nearly 1.2 times in grain production as 
compared to those of 1949. It was also planned to rebuild or expand 
hundreds of large factories and other enterprises and build dozens of 
modern ones. And it was expected to restore or open shops—thousands 
in all—while setting up millions of square metres of houses. 

Kim Il Sung took measures for correct organization of economic 
work and led the struggle to carry out the Three-Year Plan to victory by 
mobilizing the people. 

The struggle for reconstruction in all sectors of the national economy 
was literally a mass emulation movement, a struggle involving all the 
people. 

Under the guidance of Kim I] Sung the Korean people carried out the 
tremendous Three- Year Plan through a dynamic postwar reconstruction. 

The total industrial output value envisaged in the Three-Year Plan 
was attained in two years and eight months, and by the end of 1956 it 
was overfulfilled by 22 per cent. 


The machine-building, metallurgical and _building-materials 
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industries developed more rapidly, and the growth of the production of 
consumer goods went a long way to the eradication of the backwardness 
of light industry, with the result that the colonial lopsidedness of industry 
and the serious imbalance caused by the war were eliminated to a great 
extent and the structure of industry improved qualitatively. 

During the Three-Year Plan period, more than 280 large and medium- 
sized industrial enterprises including the Hwanghae Iron Works, 
Kim Chaek Iron Works, Suphung Power Station and Pyongyang Textile 
Mill were rebuilt and expanded on the basis of new technology, and 
more than 80 industrial enterprises equipped with modern technology, 
including the Huichon Machine-tool Factory, were built. 

Great achievements were also recorded in the rehabilitation and 
development of agriculture. 

With a marked increase in investment in agriculture, the material and 
technical foundations of agricultural production strengthened rapidly and 
agricultural production rose quickly. In 1956, grain production jumped to 
108 per cent of the pre-war level, and animal husbandry, sericulture and 
other branches of agricultural production also exceeded the prewar level. 

Many successes were made in the effort to stabilize and improve the 
people’s living conditions. 

With the development of production and the rapid increase in labour 
productivity during the Three-Year Plan, the national income increased 
2.1 times in 1956 as against 1953, and on the basis of the rapid growth 
of the national income, the state, by determining reasonable ratios of 
accumulation and consumption, systematically increased consumption 


while allocating a large share to accumulation. 
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As the agricultural production grew rapidly with the help of the state, 
the peasants’ living conditions were stabilized and improved fast, and 
about 200 000 of the poor peasants rose to the level of middle peasants 
in the Three-Year Plan period. 

In addition, during the period houses and schools were rehabilitated 
along expansive lines or newly built, and compulsory primary education 
system was introduced in 1956. 

With the implementation of the Three-Year Plan, the wounds of the 
war healed, the rehabilitation period was over, firm foundations were 
laid for the technical transformation, the people’s living conditions 
were cleared of the wounds of the war and got stabilized basically to 


improve with each passing day. 
Establishment of Socialist System 


The democratic reforms in the stage of anti-imperialist, anti-feudal 
democratic revolution gave birth to the socialist relations of production 
in the DPRK. Subsequently, the relations became comprehensive in the 
post-war days as the country transformed the private peasant economy 
into the cooperative one, and reshaped the private trade and industry in 


a socialist way. 


Agricultural Cooperativization Movement 
The main aspect of socialist transformation of production 
relations after the war was the agricultural cooperativization of 


private peasant economy. 
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As the rural economy had been severely devastated in the war, 
peasants were hardly able to farm properly unless they pooled their 
resources. 

The only solution for rapidly restoring the rural economy and 
improving the peasants’ livelihood was to reorganize private peasant 
economy along the cooperative lines. 

After the war, the revolutionary forces that could carry out 
cooperativization had been prepared, and the socio-economic and 
material conditions for it had been created to a certain degree. 

With a keen insight into the law-governed demands of the socio- 
economic development and its feasibility, Kim Il Sung advanced an 
original policy of reforming the rural economy ahead of its technical 
transformation. 

First of all, the principle of voluntary participation was strictly 
observed in the cooperativization movement. 

This could make the movement develop on a solid foundation by 
relying on the peasants’ self-awareness. 

As a daily-increasing number of peasants joined the cooperatives, 
the movement had to be developed onto a higher stage. 

The Central Committee of the WPK, at a plenary meeting in November 
1954, reviewed the successes gained in the experimental stage of the 
movement, and set forth the task of developing it on a mass basis. 

Thereafter, the movement moved from the experimental stage to a 
mass-based stage, that is, the second stage. 

With deviations evident in the mass-based stage corrected promptly, 


agricultural cooperatives were formed at a more rapid speed and on a 
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more comprehensive scale. By the farming season of 1955, 44.7 per 
cent of total farm households joined cooperatives. 

Based on this success, Kim I] Sung, at the Third Congress of the 
WPK in April 1956, put forth the task of winding up the agricultural 
cooperativization movement within the Five-Year Plan period. 

In 1957 the movement entered the third, final stage. 

Those who had not joined cooperatives by that time included rich 
peasants, agro-commercial peasants in the outskirts of towns, peasants 
in scarcely-populated mountainous areas and peasants in the regions 
which were liberated from the rule of the US imperialists and their 
stooges during the war. 

The principle of voluntary participation remained in place in the 
final stage. With the cooperativization movement gaining momentum, 
80.9 per cent of all farm households joined agricultural cooperatives by 
the end of 1956, and cooperativization was brought to completion in 
August 1958, in a matter of four to five years after its start. 

With the completion of agricultural cooperativization, the socialist 
relations of production held undivided sway over the country, and it 
entered the stage of pushing ahead with the ideological, technological and 


cultural revolutions in the countryside and consolidating it in all aspects. 


Socialist Transformation of Private Trade and Industry 

Meanwhile, efforts were made to transform private handicrafts and 
capitalist trade and industry along the socialist lines in the urban areas. 

Kim I] Sung advanced the policy of gradually developing 


capitalist trade and industry into socialist ones while using its merits 
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and restricting demerits. 

The principle of transforming the capitalist trade and industry was to 
organize production cooperatives by the category of business and carry 
it out in close relation with the reform of private handicrafts. 

There were three types of production cooperatives: first, an 
elementary type in which the means of production were not taken as 
common property but work was done together; second, a semi-socialist 
type in which the collective type of ownership existed together with 
the private type and socialist payment with payment according to 
one’s contribution; third, a fully-socialist type in which the means of 
production and funds were taken as common property and distribution 
was done only in a socialist way. 

In the cooperativization of the capitalist trade and industry, the 
second type was widely applied since it was a reasonable type that could 
be easily accepted by businesspeople. Many businesspeople joined the 
second type of cooperatives and then moved to the third type. 

In the reform of private traders, unlike the transformation of capitalist 
trade and industry, there were sales cooperative teams that marketed 
goods secured by self-purchase or by self-processing methods, and 
production-and-marketing cooperatives that combined production 
activities with the marketing of self-produced goods. The dominant one 
was the production-and-marketing cooperatives. 

As the proportion of production by the production-and-marketing 
cooperatives increased gradually, they were all reformed into production 
cooperatives. 


The socialist transformation of private trade and industry did not 
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simply confine itself to the transformation of the economic form; it 
was carried out in close combination with the transformation of the 
economic form and the remoulding of man. 

The socialist transformation of private trade and industry was 
accelerated as the days went by. It was carried out at 33.7 per cent in 
1953 and 77.2 per cent in 1957, and completed in August 1958, at the 
same time as the completion of agricultural cooperativization. 

With the completion of agricultural cooperativization and socialist 
transformation of private trade and industry, the socialist relations of 
production were fully established. 

As aresult, the northern half of Korea firmly established the advanced 
socialist system free from exploitation and oppression, which was a 


long-cherished desire of the Korean people. 
Establishing the Juche Orientation 


After the war the Korean people waged a vigorous campaign to 
establish the Juche orientation more firmly in ideological work and 
all other fields of the revolution and construction during the socialist 
revolution and socialist construction. 

Priority was given to the work of establishing the Juche orientation 
firmly in the field of ideology. 

Regarding it as an issue decisive of the destiny of the socialist 
revolution and socialist construction to root out worship of big powers 
and dogmatism and establish the Juche orientation, Kim I] Sung put 
forward the revolutionary policy of thoroughly establishing the Juche 
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orientation in all fields of the revolution and construction including in 
ideological work. 

In his speech titled, On Eliminating Dogmatism and Formalism 
and Establishing the Juche Orientation in Ideological Work, 
delivered in December 1955, he said that the Korean revolution was the 
motive force of the Party’s ideological work and clarified the purpose, 
orientation and ways of ideological work. 

Establishing the Juche orientation in the ideological field was a 
prerequisite for establishing the Juche orientation in all fields of the 
revolutionary struggle and construction work. 

At the same time as establishing the Juche orientation in the 
ideological field, a vigorous drive was launched to establish the Juche 
orientation in the political, economic, military and all other fields. 

Under Kim I] Sung’s guidance, the DPRK government held fast to 
the principle of independence not only in the building of power, social 
transformation, economic and cultural construction but also in the 
struggle to reunify the country. 

Proceeding from the firm stand that the question of national reunification 
should be solved by the Korean people themselves in accordance with 
their demands and will, the WPK and the Government of the Republic 
put forward the policy of independent and peaceful reunification of the 
country and waged a proactive struggle for its implementation. 

They adhered to the principle of independence in their foreign policy 
and established relations with other countries on the principles of 
complete equality, mutual respect and non-interference in one another’s 


internal affairs. 
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Self-sufficiency in the economy was also a guiding principle 
consistently maintained by them. 

The Government of the Republic formulated and implemented 
economic policies on the principle of self-sufficiency, and the whole 
course of economic construction was the process of building an 
independent national economy. 

Kim I] Sung put forward the Juche-oriented policy of building an 
independent and modern heavy industry with the machine-building 
industry as its core, and wisely led the people in the struggle to 
implement it. 

The people laid the foundations of the independent national economy 
step by step, overcoming manifold difficulties and hardships in the 
revolutionary spirit of self-reliance. 

Amid the vigorous struggle to achieve self-sufficiency in the 
economy, the basic foundations of the independent national economy 
were laid during the Three-Year Plan period and consolidated during 
the Five-Year Plan. 

In the field of national defence the principle of self-reliance was 
stressed so as to build powerful self-defence capabilities. 

In implementing the line of self-reliant defence, primary attention 
was directed to preparing all the people and service personnel politically 
and ideologically to cope with war any time. 

The country gave strong impetus to material preparations for 
bolstering up its defence capabilities. From the first days after the 
war, it developed its defence industry rapidly by rationally combining 


economic construction with defence buildup, and ensured that all 
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sectors of the national economy launched an intensive drive to increase 
production and practise economy, so as to provide sufficient reserves of 
materials. 

The struggle to implement the line of independence, self-sustenance 
and self-reliance in national defence made it possible for the country 
to maintain its political independence more firmly and consolidate its 
independent national economy and defence capabilities on the basis of 
the revolutionary principle of self-reliance. 

The struggle for establishing the Juche orientation gave birth to a 


great material strength in all fields of the revolution and construction. 
In the Spirit of Chollima 


Origin and Essence of the Chollima Movement 

The Third Congress of the WPK held in April 1956 set forth laying 
the complete foundations for socialism as a major task of the Five-Year 
Plan. 

The Five-Year Plan envisaged rapid development of production. If it 
was to successfully fulfil the tasks of the plan, the country needed more 
equipment, materials and funds than in the past, but everything was in 
short supply. 

In order to overcome the difficulties and trials and dynamically 
promote the revolution and construction, Kim I] Sung advanced the 
policy of strengthening the unity and cohesion of the Party and of 
rallying all the people firmly around the Party, so as to give a decisive 


counterattack to the offensive by the enemy at home and abroad and 


55 


divert the main forces to socialist economic construction. 

The December 1956 Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of 
the WPK discussed the tasks of the national economic plan for 1957, 
the first year of the Five-Year Plan, and concrete ways for bringing 
about a great upsurge in socialist construction. 

After the plenary meeting, Kim I] Sung dispatched leading officials 
of the Party and government to major factories and rural areas across 
the country, and he himself went to the then Kangson Steel Plant. 

After explaining to the workers of the plant the difficult situation 
created in the country, the requirements of the revolution and the 
determination of the Party, he called upon them to increase production, 
saying that if the plant produced 10 000 tons of more steel than planned, 
it would greatly help the country. 

In hearty response to his call, the workers there turned out as one in 
a drive for increased production and economy, and pushed ahead with 
production in the spirit of Chollima. 

The flames of struggle, the torch of the Chollima Movement, kindled 
by Kim II Sung at the Kangson Steel Plant, swept rapidly across 
the country. All the workers across the country, including those at 
Kangson, while finding out what was in short supply and making what 
was unavailable, scrapped old norms and rated capacity, and brought 
about a great upsurge in socialist construction, which was something 
unimaginable in the past. 

The workers at Kangson produced 120 000 tons of rolled steel with 
a blooming mill whose rated capacity was 60 000 tons. The workers at 
the Kim Chaek Iron Works produced 270 000 tons of pig iron with the 
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equipment whose rated capacity was 190 000 tons a year. The workers 
in the light industry sector produced 7 billion won (the then currency) 
worth of goods without any additional manpower or materials. 

Thus, the gross industrial output value plan for 1957 was overfulfilled 
by 17 per cent. This meant that the industrial production increased at 
the high rate of 44 per cent in a year. 

The agricultural sector also reaped a rich harvest in the year, far 
exceeding the grain production plan. 

In general, socialist construction advanced at a remarkable speed, 
giving birth to the great Chollima movement. 

Chollima means a legendary horse running a thousand ri a day, and 
it has been used in Korea from olden times as a symbolic term for an 
extremely fast horse. 

The Chollima Movement represents the mettle of the Korean people, 
who are determined to advance at the speed of Chollima. 

It was arevolutionary movement of the Korean people, in which they, 
firmly united around Kim II Sung, speeded up socialist and communist 
construction to the maximum by displaying high revolutionary 
enthusiasm and creative wisdom, and a communist movement of 
advance, which organically combined collective innovations in 
economic and cultural construction with the work of educating and 
remoulding the working people. 

The decisive factor for the launch of the movement was the leadership 
of Kim Il Sung, who organized and mobilized the masses into this 
great movement, and the unexcelled determination and revolutionary 


enthusiasm of the Korean people, who were rallied closely around him. 
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The Chollima Movement paved a correct way for accelerating the 


building of socialism and communism to the maximum in the DPRK. 


Upsurge in Socialist Construction and Successful 

Implementation of the Five-Year Plan 

Amid the fierce flames of the Chollima movement, the Korean 
people strived to fulfil the Five-Year Plan ahead of schedule. 

Having carried out the challenging tasks for the first year of the 
Five-Year Plan, the Korean people further speeded up the advance with 
redoubled courage. 

For the technical transformation of the national economy, the 
metallurgical and machine-building industries had to be developed 
rapidly before others, and irrigation was the most pressing task in the 
technical transformation of agriculture. 

At a plenary meeting of the Central Committee of the WPK in 
September 1958, Kim I] Sung set forth the tasks of decisively 
promoting the development of the metallurgical and machine-building 
industries and of completing the introduction of irrigation system in 
the near future in the main. Then he put forward the slogans “Iron and 
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machine are the king of industry!” and “All efforts to expanding the 
irrigated area to one million hectares!” 

Having turned out as one in the grand Chollima march, all the 
working people worked world-startling innovations in all fields of the 
national economy. 

The workers at the Kiyang Tractor Factory and Tokchon Automobile 


Plant built a tractor and truck in 30 and 40 days, respectively, after they 
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went at the task of manufacturing them. Previously, the factories were 
small ones which had manufactured only simple animal-drawn farm 
implements and automobile parts. 

The machine-building factories at Pukjung and Ryongsong also 
produced excavators, bulldozers, 8-metre turning lathes and other 
modern machines and equipment. 

Innovations were also made in housing construction. The Pyongyang 
builders assembled a flat in a matter of 14 minutes. The speed they 
created was later named the Pyongyang Speed. 

All the sectors of the national economy produced two or three times 
more with the same amounts of materials and funds. 

Whereas the machine-building industry and other key sectors of 
industry were built up, the power industry rationally combined the 
construction of hydroelectric power stations with that of thermal power 
stations and launched a mass-based drive for building small- and 
medium-sized power stations in parallel with large ones. 

Self-sufficiency of the iron industry was consolidated, and the 
organic chemical industry was established, making it possible to 
produce vinalon and vinyl chloride with the domestic raw materials. 

In order to develop light industry in step with the rapid development 
of heavy industry, Kim Il Sung put forward the original policy of 
developing large-scale centrally-run industries and medium-sized 
regional industries simultaneously. At a plenary meeting of the Central 
Committee of the WPK in June 1958, he set forth the task of building 
more than one regional-industry factory in each city and county by its 


own efforts without depending on the state. 
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A campaign for building regional-industry factories was launched 
across the country; even shabby and backward pieces of equipment 
and tools were used in building such factories if they were capable of 
producing daily necessities with locally available raw materials. 

The country also pushed ahead with the technical transformation of 
agriculture on an extensive scale. 

Kim I] Sung defined irrigation, mechanization, electrification and 
the use of chemicals as the basic contents of the technical transformation 
of agriculture and put forward irrigation as the foremost task in 
consideration of the natural and climatic conditions of the country and 
the characteristics of its agricultural production. 

Mechanization was powerfully promoted along with irrigation; many 
tractors, trucks and various other modern farm machines were supplied 
to cooperative farms. Strong impetus was given to the electrification and 
the use of chemicals in agriculture, with the result that electricity was 
supplied to almost every rural community, even to mountainous areas, 
and the amounts of chemical fertilizers applied per hectare increased 
rapidly. 

The cultural revolution was also dynamically promoted. Great 
efforts were channeled into developing school education so as to carry 
out the tasks of raising the working people’s level of general knowledge 
and technical and cultural attainments and of training a large number of 
technical personnel. 

The country introduced the universal compulsory primary education 
system in 1956 and, the first seven-year compulsory secondary 
education in 1958, for the first time in Asia. In 1959, it abolished the 
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fees for schools at all levels and enforced free compulsory education. 

As part of an effort to strengthen technical education, the people’s 
education system was reformed in 1959. In particular, the system of 
secondary and higher technical schools was newly established. 

Many factory colleges, a study-while-you-work type of college, were 
established for the working people to receive higher education. During 
the Five-Year Plan, the number of universities and colleges increased 
from 19 to 78, and the enrolment at schools of all levels reached 2.53 
million, equivalent to about a quarter of the population. 

Amidst the development of the Chollima Movement and the 
revolutionary upsurge in socialist construction, the country successfully 
carried out the Five-Year Plan for completing the foundations of 
socialism. 

The envisaged 2.6-fold increase in gross industrial output value was 
fulfilled only in two and a half years. The gross industrial output value 
increased 3.5 times in four years from 1957 to 1960, and in this period 
the industrial output increased at an annual average rate of 36.6 per cent. 
In the four years of the Five-Year Plan, grain production rose by 32 per 
cent, national income and real wages of factory and office workers both 
increased 2.1 times, and the living standards of farmers as a whole rose 
to those of middle and well-to-do middle peasants. 

The successful implementation of the plan resulted in the foundations 
of socialist industrialization and of an independent national economy 
laid and turned the DPRK into a developed socialist industrial- 


agricultural state. 
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3. Everything by Relying on the People 


Having completed the socialist transformation of production relations 
and laid the foundations for industrialization during the Five-Year Plan 
period and thus completed the foundations for socialism under the 
leadership of Kim II] Sung, the Korean people set out to build socialism 


on a full scale in 1961. 


From an Industrial-Agricultural State 
to an Industrial One 


Seven-Year Plan 

The Fourth Congress of the WPK held in September 1961 set forth 
the grand programme of the Seven-Year Plan for accelerating the 
comprehensive construction of socialism. 

The basic task of the plan was to carry out the overall technical 
reconstruction and cultural revolution and radically improve the 
people’s standard of living by relying on the victorious socialist system. 

The plan envisaged about 3.2 times increase of total industrial output 
value in its period. 

The main task of the industrial sector was to perfect the structure 
of industrial production and strengthen its technical foundations and 
establish an advanced, independent industrial system firmly based on 


the locally available raw materials and up-to-date technology. 
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The main task of the agricultural sector was to promote technical 
transformation so as to realize mechanization of farming and further 
increase agricultural production. It was planned to raise grain production 
to six million tons in the period. 

In this period science should be developed rapidly, compulsory nine- 
year technical education introduced and adult education intensified, so 
that all the working people could acquire more than one technical skill. 

For carrying out the plan, Kim Il Sung saw to it that the line of 
giving priority to the growth of heavy industry was maintained while 
developing light industry and agriculture simultaneously, and promoting 
science and culture in a comprehensive way. He also stressed the need 
to develop the Chollima Movement without let-up. 

During the Seven-Year Plan period, it was planned to readjust and 
make effective use of the existing heavy industry bases and, on the basis 
of this, focus efforts on rapidly developing light industry and agriculture 
and radically improving the people’s standard of living. 

Main emphasis was also to be put on further expanding the heavy 
industry bases and improving their technical equipment so as to radically 
strengthen the material and technical foundations of socialism, while 
further improving the people’s living standards. 

The Seven-Year Plan started in 1961. 

The Korean people displayed unparalleled devotion and mass 
heroism from the beginning. 

They built blast furnace No. 2 of the Hwanghae Iron Works with 
an annual capacity of 250 000 tons in only half a year. Upholding the 
slogan “Everything to the building of a vinalon factory!” advanced by 
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the WPK, builders erected a modern vinalon factory in a little over 
a year with their own materials, technology and efforts and thereby 
created a high construction speed (later called the vinalon speed). As all 
industrial sectors advanced at this speed, the total industrial production 
plan for the first year of the plan was overfulfilled. 

The agricultural sector carried out comprehensive technical 
reconstruction, expanded and improved arable land and attained the 
goal of increasing grain production by one million tons. 

Kim Il Sung set forth the task for the last year of the first-half 
period of the Seven-Year Plan. The task was to make effective use 
of the existing heavy industry and make it better serve light industry 
and agriculture, while creating conditions and making preparations for 
further expanding the heavy industry bases. If this task was carried out, 
it would be possible to mass-produce consumer goods and raise the 
people’s standard of living to a higher level. 

In accordance with the task, efforts were focused on increasing the 
might of heavy industry so as to make it better serve the development 
of light industry, agriculture and the improvement of the people’s living 
standards. In the meantime, workshops of producing daily necessities 
were built in heavy industry factories and enterprises, so that daily 
necessities could be mass-produced in a short period of time without 
any great investment. 

However, the situation grew tenser as never before owing to the 
moves of the US imperialists to ignite a new war. Greater efforts had to 
be directed to bolstering up the country’s defence capabilities. With this 
as a background, the WPK held its First Conference in October 1966, at 
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which it decided to extend the Seven-Year Plan for three years. 

The line of socialist industrialization was successfully carried out 
amid a new revolutionary upsurge. 

Precedence was given to the mining and power industries, and 
technical management and innovation of the industry were intensified. 
Accordingly, production was put on a regular footing and production 
capacity increased. 

The agricultural sector, too, promoted the technological revolution, 
and improved labour administration and the level of management 
at cooperative farms, with the result that grain production increased 
markedly and all other branches of agricultural production developed 
rapidly. 

For attaining all the goals of the Seven-Year Plan and implementing 
the line of industrialization as soon as possible by keeping up the 
people’s soaring spirit in economic construction, Kim I] Sung made 
public a work, titled, On Some Theoretical Problems of the Socialist 
Economy. In the work he presented the original idea that it is a natural 
law that the economy develops at a high and steady speed in socialist 
society. He also gave a scientific explanation to the commodity form 
of the means of production, the use of the law of value and the peasant 
market in socialist society and clarified the ways to eliminate them. 

This provided a powerful weapon for successfully pushing forward 
with economic construction. 

While steadily speeding up socialist economic construction, the 
Korean people waged a dynamic struggle to fulfil the Seven-Year Plan. 


They built a large number of regional-industry factories in a little 
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over half a year by actively tapping local reserves, and developed all 
branches of agriculture rapidly. 
Thanks to the leadership of Kim I] Sung and the heroic struggle of 


the Korean people, the Seven-Year Plan was successfully carried out. 


Turning the Country into a Socialist Industrial State 

The successful implementation of the Seven-Year Plan and the 
historic task of socialist industrialization turned the DPRK into a 
socialist industrial state. 

At the Fifth Congress of the WPK, Kim I] Sung reviewed the 
implementation of the Seven-Year Plan, and declared that the country 
had been turned into a socialist industrial state. 

During the Seven-Year Plan period, the country focused efforts on 
readjusting and reinforcing the branches of heavy industry and at the 
same time expanded the heavy industry bases on a large scale. As a 
result, heavy industry was developed into a fully-equipped heavy 
industry with a powerful machine-building industry as its core, and its 
might was strengthened as never before. 

The country’s power bases were further strengthened in keeping with 
the rapid development of industry and requirements of the comprehensive 
technological revolution. The power industry built large hydroelectric 
and thermal power stations, considerably increasing its total generating 
capacity and eliminating its dependence on water power. 

The ferrous metal industry developed into a powerful sector equipped 
with all the production lines, ranging from the production of pig iron to 


steel, rolled steel and products of the second-stage metal processing. As 
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a result, the country could satisfactorily meet the demand for various 
kinds of metal materials needed for the development of the national 
economy. 

The appearance of the chemical industry changed radically. In the 
period of industrialization, powerful organic chemical industry bases for 
producing vinalon, plastics and other organic chemical materials were 
built, accelerating the chemicalization of the economy. Other sectors 
of heavy industry, including the coal- and ore-mining and building- 
materials industries, also developed remarkably. 

A radical advance was witnessed also in light industry. In pursuance 
of the policy of simultaneously developing large-scale centrally-run 
industry and medium- and small-scale regional industry in the production 
of consumer goods, the light industry sector built large numbers of new 
modern centrally-run light industry factories and regional-industry 
factories and promoted their technological renovation. 

The textile industry became capable of producing more than 400 
million metres of quality fabrics in a year. The country established 
food-processing industry, daily necessities industry and all other light 
industrial sectors and built modern light industry bases with which to 
meet the demands of the working people for all kinds of consumer 
goods with its own products. 

The share of industry in the total industrial and agricultural output 
value rose from 34 per cent in 1956 to 74 per cent in 1969, and the share 
of industry in the national income increased from 25 per cent to 65 per 
cent in the same period. 


The per-capita output of major industrial products, an important 
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index for assessing a country’s economic strength and level of industrial 
development, increased considerably. 

The successful completion of the comprehensive technical 
renovation by relying on the country’s powerful heavy industry made 
all sectors of the national economy firmly based on modern technology. 

Mechanization and automation were powerfully pushed forward with 
in the industrial sector, improving its technical equipment radically. 

The technical renovation was vigorously promoted also in the 
agricultural sector. All paddy fields and a large part of non-paddy fields 
were irrigated, providing a condition for reaping a rich and stable 
harvest. Farm machine stations were set up in all cities and counties 
and many modern farm machines were supplied to the countryside. 

The task of rural electrification was also carried out. Electric power 
grids reached all the farmhouses across the country and electricity was 
widely used as a source of mechanical power and heating in agricultural 
production as well as in the daily life of the farmers. 

In 1969, the amount of chemical fertilizers applied per hectare of 
paddy and non-paddy fields increased 3.2 times as compared to 1960, 
and various kinds of agrochemicals and herbicides were widely used. 

Hundreds of kilometres of railways were newly electrified, and the 
electrification of major trunk lines was completed in the main. 

With the establishment of independent modern industries and the 
promotion of the comprehensive technological renovation of the 
national economy, the historic task of socialist industrialization was 
successfully carried out. The DPRK, a colonial agricultural state 


backward in technical civilization in the past, was turned into a socialist 
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industrial state with modern industry and advanced agriculture. The 
difficult and complicated task of industrialization was carried out in a 
matter of merely 14 years. 

With the development of the economy and the increase in production, 
the people’s living standards improved systematically. 

As part of an effort to raise the real income of the people, the 
government abolished the agricultural tax in kind and systematically 
lowered the rate of income tax and the prices of mass consumer goods 
and service fees. 

As a result, the people’s standard of living was steadily improved 


during the period of industrialization. 
Key to Solving the Rural Question 


Grand Programme for Socialist Rural Construction 

One of the important problems arising in hastening the complete 
victory of socialism was to solve the socialist rural question correctly 
and eliminate the gap between town and countryside quickly. 

On the basis of his deep exploration and study of the socialist rural 
question, Kim Il Sung made public Theses on the Socialist Rural 
Question in Our Country at a plenary meeting of the Central Committee 
of the WPK held in February 1964. 

In the theses he clarified the basic principle for solving the rural 
question under socialism. 

The principle was: first, to carry out the technological, cultural 


and ideological revolutions thoroughly in the countryside; second, 
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to strengthen the guidance of the working class over the peasantry, 
the assistance of industry to agriculture and the support of town for 
countryside in every way; third, to steadily bring the guidance and 
management of agriculture closer to the advanced level of industrial 
enterprise Management and strengthen the ties between all-people 
property and cooperative property and to bring cooperative property 
closer to all-people property. 

Having defined the main direction of the effort to improve the 
guidance and management of the socialist rural economy as bringing 
the method of managing the cooperative economy to the advanced 
industrial one of business management, he advanced the original policy 
of guiding and managing the agricultural cooperative economy by 
industrial methods. 

One of the important ideas clarified in the theses was the idea of 
the regional unit and base of the state’s guidance in socialist rural 
construction. 

The idea was a development of the initiative he had put forth at the 
Changsong Joint Conference of Local Party and Economic Officials 
held in 1962. 

In the theses he clarified that the county is a base for accelerating the 
technological, cultural and ideological revolutions in the countryside 
and a base for linking town and countryside and realizing the political, 
economic and cultural support of the city to the countryside. 

His idea on the regional unit and base was scientific in that it gave 
the most correct solution to the problem of regional unit and base in 


socialist rural construction and socialist construction, and it served as 
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a firm guideline for successfully eliminating the distinctions between 
town and countryside. 

The theses opened up a bright prospect for the Korean people to 
eliminate the distinctions between town and countryside and between 
the working class and the peasantry and to hasten the final victory of 


socialism by accelerating socialist rural construction. 


Promotion of Socialist Rural Construction and 

Rapid Growth of Agricultural Production 

Kim I] Sung took one measure after another for implementing the 
rural theses, and saw to it that socialist rural construction was accelerated 
on the basis of the theses. 

After the publication of the theses, large-scale irrigation projects were 
carried out, and at the same time small- and medium-scale irrigation 
projects were widely undertaken. 

Along with irrigation systems being completed, the setting up of 
drainage system was conducted as an all-people drive. 

Thus, the rural irrigation system developed into a complete one 
equipped with both water supply and drainage systems. 

The building of powerful heavy industry capable of supplying the 
rural areas with modern technical means sufficiently was accelerated, 
and the construction of heavy industry that is of direct service to the rural 
economy, particularly tractor factories, chemical fertilizer factories, 
power stations and trailer farm machine factories, was carried out. 

At the same time, the ranks of tractor drivers were built up, farm 


machinery stations and other state-run enterprises serving the rural 
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economy were expanded and strengthened, and the advantages of the 
new agricultural guidance system were fully displayed. 

In order to accelerate the electrification of the rural economy, a 
nationwide movement was launched to build small- and medium- 
sized power stations in different parts of the country, along with the 
construction of large-scale power stations. 

In the DPRK electricity had already been introduced in 93.3 per cent 
of rural areas and to 71 per cent of farmers’ houses before the theses 
were published. 

In the mountainous rural areas scattered houses of farmers were 
gathered for electrification, and small generators were installed where 
it was difficult to set up electric infrastructure. 

In order to effect an extensive application of chemicals to agriculture, 
the production of various kinds of highly effective chemical fertilizers 
and agricultural chemicals was increased and their composition 
improved, and microelement fertilizers suited to the soil and the 
characteristics of crops were produced in larger quantities. 

Along with the struggle to occupy the material fortress in the 
countryside, a vigorous struggle was waged to successfully occupy the 
ideological fortress through a dynamic cultural revolution as well as an 
ideological revolution. 

In order to raise the farmers’ level of general knowledge and 
technical qualifications, the universal compulsory nine-year technical 
education, which had been introduced on April 1, 1967, was correctly 
implemented in the countryside, and the cultural and technical levels of 


the agricultural workers of the new generation were decisively raised. 
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While vigorously promoting the ideological, technological and 
cultural revolutions in the countryside, the Party and the state steadily 
strengthened their support for the countryside in all respects. 

Attaching great importance to improving the work system and 
method, officials were encouraged to give priority to work with people, 
political work, whatever they did, and to go down to the lower units for 
substantial guidance. 

And a series of important measures were taken to consolidate the 
economic foundations of the farms and raise the material and cultural 
standards of the farmers. 

The Third Session of the Third Supreme People’s Assembly of the 
DPRK convened in March 1964 adopted the law on abolishing the 
agricultural tax in kind completely on an annual basis from 1964 to 
1966, and carrying out capital construction and housing construction 
in the countryside and supplying major production equipment and farm 
machines at state expense. 

After the publication of the theses, a large share of state investment 
was directed to the development of the rural economy and rural 
construction for nature-remaking and other capital construction projects, 
production facilities at farms and construction of modern houses. 

While the state procurement prices of agricultural produce got higher, 
the prices of daily necessities were steadily lowered. The farmers were 
even exempted from paying fees for housing and their children were 
supplied with clothes. 

In addition to material and financial support for the countryside, 


manpower support got further intensified. 


73 


Consolidation of the State and Social System 


Adoption of the Socialist Constitution of the DPRK 

The Fifth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea, held in November 
1970, set forth the historic task of further consolidating and developing the 
socialist system and hastening the final victory of socialism by vigorously 
conducting the three revolutions—ideological, technological and cultural. 

The Congress set forth the central tasks of socialist economic 
construction and opened up a grand prospect for a Six-Year Plan 
(1971-1976). 

During the plan period, the total industrial output value was expected 
to rise 2.2 times. 

The plan set it as the central task of the industrial sector to perfect its 
internal structure and further strengthen its Juche character. 

Grain output was planned to reach 7-7.5 million tons by 1976 by 
making agricultural production highly intensive. 

To advance the technological revolution to a new, higher stage, three 
major tasks had to be carried out. 

The three major tasks of the technological revolution, a central task 
of the Six-Year Plan, were sacred undertakings to free the working 
people from backbreaking and hard labour. 

In the field of cultural construction, it was planned that all sectors 
of socialist cultural construction would be developed on a sound basis 
while overcoming the imperialists’ cultural infiltration and restorationist 


tendencies, 11-year compulsory education be introduced and the ranks 
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of technicians and specialists be increased to more than one million in 
the near future. 

It was an important task to step up socialist construction to the 
maximum while further strengthening the country’s defence capabilities 
in parallel with it to cope with the aggravated aggressive moves of the 
US imperialists and their stooges. 

Several tasks were put forward to improve the life of all the working 
people on an equal and evenly basis, like eliminating the differences in 
living standards between the worker and the farmer and removing the 
disparity in living conditions between the urban and rural inhabitants at 
the earliest possible date, introducing water supply and bus service and 
developing clinics into hospitals in the rural areas. 

In order to successfully carry out all these tasks, consolidate the 
successes achieved in the socialist revolution and construction and 
accelerate the complete victory of socialism, it was necessary to further 
strengthen the state and social system. 

An important task to this end was to enact and enforce the Socialist 
Constitution. 

In December 1972 the First Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s 
Assembly of the DPRK elected Kim I] Sung President of the DPRK, 
reflecting the unanimous will and desire of all the Korean people, and 
adopted the Socialist Constitution of the DPRK (149 articles in 11 
chapters) worked out by him. 

The Socialist Constitution enshrines the successes attained in the 
socialist revolution and construction, defines the principles in the 


political, economic and cultural fields and the basic rights and duties 
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of citizens, and stipulates the composition, tasks and principles of 
activities of state organs. 

The Constitution stipulates, first of all, that the DPRK is an 
independent socialist state which represents the interests of all the 
Korean people. It defines the principles of the political field, including 
the basic revolutionary tasks of the state and the principle of its activity. 

The Constitution also elucidates the principles of the economic 
field, including the economic basis of the state as well as the form of 
economic management and the principle of economic guidance for the 
complete victory of socialism. It indicates the principles of the cultural 
fields, including the basic objective of the cultural revolution and the 
policy of accelerating the building of socialist national culture. 

It clarifies the basic rights and duties of citizens, which are based on 
the collectivist principle of “One for all and all for one.” 

It newly clarifies the system of state organs. 

The system of state organs consists of the system of power organs 
(Supreme People’s Assembly, President of the DPRK, Central People’s 
Committee, local people’s assemblies and relevant local people’s 
committees, local power organs when the local people’s assemblies at 
the corresponding level are not in session), the system of administrative 
organs (the Administration Council and the administrative committees 
at all levels), and the system of judicial and procuratorial organs (courts 
and prosecutors offices at all levels). 

In particular, the presidential system is the most advantageous state 
political guidance system, which fully ensures the leader’s unified 


leadership over the whole of state affairs. 
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The Constitution is a people-oriented and revolutionary one of anew 
type, which comprehensively embodies the immortal Juche idea. 

After the publication of the Constitution, the country launched the 
work of applying it to all fields of state and social life. 

First of all, new laws and regulations were enacted and the existing 
ones revised on the basis of the Constitution. What was of particular 
importance in this regard was the enactment of the Land Law of the 
DPRK (April 1977), the Law on the Upbringing and Education of 
Children (April 1976), the Socialist Labour Law of the DPRK (April 
1978) and the Law on Public Health of the DPRK (April 1980). 

Meanwhile, education in law observance was intensified to ensure 
that all the working people strictly observed the Constitution and the 
laws and regulations stipulated on the basis of it. 

As a result, great changes took place in the activities of state, 
economic and cultural organs and in the people’s life, the revolution 
and construction were pushed forward with more vigorously, and the 


state and social system was further consolidated. 


Enhancement of the Functions and Role 

of the People’s Government 

Kim II Sung saw to it that the people’s government organs were 
strengthened and their functions and role were enhanced in conformity 
with the contents of the Socialist Constitution and the requirements of 
the developing reality. 

First of all, the work of reorganizing the structural system of state 


organs was carried out. 
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In accordance with the Constitution, the ri units were removed from 
the structure of local government organs, and city (district) and county 
became the lowest-echelon unit. 

This was the requirement of the objective reality in which the rural 
communities were developed into collective units and the role of the 
county was strengthened, so that ri power organs lost the significance 
of their existence. 

In order to strengthen the people’s power organs and enhance their 
functions and role, the government organs at all levels were built up 
with competent officials, who were strong in Party spirit and had been 
tested and tempered in the revolutionary struggle. 

A vigorous ideological education and ideological struggle were 
conducted to eliminate bureaucracy among officials of the government 
organs, guided by the speech Let Us Further Strengthen the People’s 
Government made by Kim II Sung at the First Session of the Sixth 
Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK. As a result, the officials 
improved their methods and style of work markedly, the organs became 
deeply rooted among the people, and the broad masses participated 
more actively in the work of the organs. 

Thus, the people’s government became able to perform its functions 
and role more effectively as a genuine revolutionary government of 
the workers and peasants, as an executor of the Party’s lines and 
policies and as a powerful weapon for socialist construction, and 
further strengthened its role as a defender of the political rights and 
interests of the working people and administrator responsible for their 


livelihood. 
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Towards a Higher Peak 


Brilliant Accomplishment of the Six-Year Plan 

Kim II Sung defined the technological revolution as the central task 
of socialist economic construction during the Six-Year Plan period. The 
revolution was to conduct technological innovation movement in all 
fields of the national economy so as to drastically reduce the distinctions 
between heavy and light labour and free women from the heavy burden 
of housework. He aroused all the people to carrying out the three major 
tasks of the technological revolution. 

In the flames of the technical innovation movement to carry out the 
three major tasks, the country achieved great successes in the first three 
years of the Six-Year Plan and the national economy reached a higher 
level of its development. 

With a deep insight into the prevailing situation, Kim Il Sung 
advanced the policy of grand socialist construction at the Eighth 
Plenary Meeting of the Fifth Central Committee of the WPK in 
February 1974. 

During the Six-Year Plan period, industrial production developed at 
arate of 16.3 per cent on an average every year, surpassing the growth 
rate (14 per cent) envisaged at the beginning of the plan. The internal 
structure of the industry became more perfect, and its independence and 
technical foundations were strengthened. 

Before anything else, large-scale thermal power stations and 


hydroelectric power stations were built, and the generating capacity of 
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thermal power accounted for more than a half of the country’s total 
power-generating capacity. 

The then Anju Combined Coal Mine, the Komdok Mine and other 
coal and ore mines were renovated, and a great number of new coal 
and ore mines were developed to further consolidate the fuel and raw 
materials production bases. 

The then Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Works was built into a 
comprehensive ferrous metallurgical base, and other large-scale ferrous 
metallurgical bases were readjusted and reinforced. 

Shipbuilding increased more than four times, especially the building 
of large vessels. And the production bases of automation elements, 
gauges and instruments were built so as to boost the production of the 
means of automation. 

In addition, other branches of heavy industry, including the 
machine-building, chemical and _ building-materials industries, 
developed rapidly. 

Heavy industry produced electricity, coal, chemical fertilizer, steel 
and cement, the major indices of the Six-Year Plan, as planned. 

The total output of textiles in light industry reached over 600 million 
metres, and the food and daily necessities industries also developed. 

The agricultural sector reached the grain target of the Six-Year Plan 
two years ahead of schedule, and 400 000 hectares of new fields were 
brought under irrigation, with the result that irrigating was finished in 
the main across the country. 

Hundreds of kilometres of railway were newly electrified, and 


hundreds of kilometres were laid, including the Ichon-Sepho line 
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connecting the east and west of the country. 

The output of the fishing industry reached over one million tons in 
1975, and hundreds of thousands of rural houses and multi-storeyed 
urban houses were built. 

With the real income of the working people systematically increasing, 
the national income increased 1.7 times in 1974 as compared to 1970, 
and the substantial income grew 1.7 times for the blue- and white-collar 
workers and 1.8 times for the farmers. 

On April 1, 1974 the tax system was completely abolished in 
accordance with the decisions of the Eighth Plenary Meeting of the 
Fifth Central Committee of the WPK on abolishing taxation and 
the historic law adopted at the Third Session of the Fifth Supreme 
People’s Assembly in March 1974. 

The DPRK became the first tax-free country in the world, and the 
Korean people became the first in freeing themselves from tax burden 
for good in the history of mankind. 

With the Six- Year Plan being successfully accomplished, the material 
and technical foundations of socialism were consolidated incomparably 
and the foundations for hastening the complete victory of socialism 


were laid. 


Promotion of the Second Seven-Year Plan 

Based on the successes achieved in the Six-Year Plan, the Korean 
people embarked on the road of carrying out the second Seven-Year 
Plan (1978-1984), a new grand plan for building socialism. 

Kim I] Sung unfolded a grand prospect of the second Seven-Year 
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Plan at the First Session of the Sixth Supreme People’s Assembly of the 
DPRK held in December 1977. 

The main task of industry in the plan was to make the maximum 
use of the existing foundations of industry and modernize them further 
so as to strengthen its Juche character and put all branches of industry 
on a higher level of modern and scientific basis. During the period, it 
was envisaged to increase industrial production 2.2 times, and boost 
radically the output of major industrial products in particular. 

The pivotal task in the agricultural sector was to carry out nature- 
remaking projects on a large scale, put agriculture on an industrial and 
modern basis by accelerating the rural technological revolution and to 
put agricultural production on a scientific and intensive footing. 

The country had to develop transport, telecommunications and capital 
construction, put the educational, scientific and cultural sectors onto a 
new plane and raise the people’s standard of living to a higher level. 

The 16" Plenary Meeting of the Fifth Central Committee of the WPK 
held in January 1978 adopted a letter to all the Party members in the 
name of the Party Central Committee, calling on them to enlist every 
potential in an effort to implement the plan. 

True to the grand objective of the second Seven-Year Plan set by 
Kim I] Sung and the letter of the Party Central Committee, the people 
turned out in the struggle to carry out the new long-term plan, fully 
displaying the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance under the uplifted 
banner of the three revolutions. 

Kim II] Sung set the mining industry as the major thrust area in 


carrying out the new plan, and ensured that main efforts were directed 
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to this industry, which was of great significance in making the national 
economy Juche-based. 

The electric-power industry overfulfilled its plan while keeping the 
production of electricity on a high and steady basis. 

As the production of fuel, raw materials and electricity made steady 
headway, several sectors of the national economy, including metal, 
machine-building, chemical, building-materials and light industries 
carried out their plans in the first two years of the new long-term plan. 

This resulted in finishing the three years’ quota of the plan by the end 
of September 1980. 

Production achieved a rapid growth, the Juche character of industry 
was further strengthened, and the work of putting all the industrial 
sectors on a modern and scientific basis was promoted vigorously. 

The agricultural sector made a dynamic struggle to overcome the 
influence of the cold front and increase grain production. 

In addition, a great success was made in finding out new arable land 
and turning sloping fields into terraced crop fields. 

In the first year of the plan, electrification of railways was carried 
out on a large scale, with the result that the proportion of traction by 
electric locomotives reached 87.5 per cent, and a unified transport 
system by electric locomotives was successfully established in 
important railway sections. 

Many large cargo vessels were built and various ports including 
Nampho, Chongjin and Haeju renovated, contributing to developing 
transport by ship. 


In the field of construction, construction of houses, schools and 
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cultural and public health facilities were pushed forward with at a rapid 
speed. In particular, monumental structures were built in Pyongyang 
and other parts of the country. 

Such monumental edifices as the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital, 
Changgwang Health Complex, Changgwang Street, Grand People’s 
Study House and International Friendship Exhibition House were built 
in a matter of one or two years. 

The people’s living standards improved markedly. 

Production of consumer goods and housing construction made brisk 
headway; introducing the central heating system in cities was pushed 
forward with and the supply of commodities further increased. 

At the Sixth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea held in October 
1980, Kim Il Sung set forth the main task of socialist economic 
construction in the 1980s and put forward the ten long-term objectives 
of socialist economic construction. 

This encouraged the Korean people dynamically to advance towards 


a higher peak of socialism. 
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4. In the Turbulent Situation 


Entering the 1990s, the last decade of the 20" century, the anti- 
socialist storm raged on the earth against the progress of history. 

The reverse of history caused by the imperialists and renegades of 
socialism swept the former Soviet Union and East European countries, 
with the result that it caused a “cataclysmic political change”—crumbling 
of the working-class parties and socialist countries one after another 
and revival of capitalism. 

In these circumstances, the allied imperialist forces made every 


desperate effort to isolate and stifle socialist Korea. 
Advancing Against the Anti-Socialist Storms 


Holding the Red Flag of Socialism Higher 

In the 1980s, too, the Korean people achieved eye-opening successes 
in socialist construction. 

In 1985 alone, dozens of modern factories and other enterprises were 
built and put into operation, with the result that the internal structure of 
the national economy was further perfected, its independence improved 
markedly and its production capacity increased considerably. 

As part of the effort to build socialist culture, universities were set 
up, and many research findings conducive to developing the economy 


and technology were presented. 


85 


In 1986 the 8km-long West Sea Barrage and the northem railway 
were completed, and in July 1989 the 13" World Festival of Youth and 
Students was held with splendour in Pyongyang. 

Kwangbok Street and other monumental edifices were built as 
suited to the modern taste, and Thongil Street was inaugurated in 
the 1990s. 

However, the times and history demanded that the Korean people 
make a crucial choice—whether to follow socialism or capitalism and 
whether to maintain the banner of socialism or not, for socialism 
crumbled one after another in the Soviet Union and several other East 
European countries and capitalism revived there owing to modern 
revisionism and the moves of the social democrats. 

The imperialists and their ideological advocates, complacent about 
such political confusion, loudly cried out for “victory” of capitalism 
and “end” of socialism. 

The anti-socialist storms caused by the imperialists and socialist 
renegades gave a serious influence on the world political situation. 

The Korean people greeted the 1990s in the vortex of history, in 
which the anti-socialist storms were sweeping the earth. 

With a keen insight into the prevailing situation, Chairman 
Kim Jong II led the entire Party, the whole country and all the people 
to set out on a courageous advance in the 1990s, overcoming the anti- 
socialist adversity under the uplifted banner of socialism. 

In order to defend the socialist ideals and instil confidence in the 
victory of the socialist cause into the world progressive peoples, he 


launched an ideological and theoretical campaign to prevail over the 
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enemies of socialism in ideology and theory. 

He attached primary attention to giving a correct answer to the 
ideological foundation of socialism. 

In the early 1990s, the imperialists and renegades of socialism, 
trumpeting about the “end” of socialism, described the socialists to be 
“conservative forces” and socialism to be “outdated,” while claiming 
that the ideals of socialism was misguided and that it was a mistake 
even to have carried out the socialist revolution. 

In the work Abuses of Socialism Are Intolerable he made public 
on March 1, 1993, Kim Jong II dealt an ideological blow to the 
enemies of socialism, who had slandered socialism as “totalitarian,” 
“regimented” and “administrative and commanding.” 

He wrote: It is extremely foolish to slander the new life of socialism 
by reviving outdated ideas which have already been buried by history. It 
is ridiculous for them to talk about a new way of thinking, while being 
unable to distinguish collectivism from totalitarianism. It is a farce to 
revive capitalism while distorting the socialist reality with an outmoded 
way of thinking and an old yardstick. 

Next, he put forward strengthening the WPK and enhancing its 
leadership role as the lifeline of the socialist cause and a steadfast 
revolutionary principle that could not be compromised. 

On the basis of a scientific analysis of the importance of the WPK’s 
leadership in accomplishing the socialist cause, he further strengthened 
the WPK organizationally and ideologically and decisively enhanced 
its leadership role in keeping with the requirements of the reality, in 


which the WPK was entrusted with heavier tasks before the Korean 
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revolution and the world revolution. 

He strengthened the people’s government, a powerful weapon of 
the revolution and construction, and enhanced its functions and role in 
every way. 

To this end, he attached great importance to revising and 
supplementing the Socialist Constitution. 

In April 1992 the Third Session of the Ninth Supreme People’s 
Assembly of the DPRK discussed as an agenda item On Some 
Amendments and Supplements to the Socialist Constitution of the 
DPRK. 

In those days, some countries, where capitalism revived, revised 
their constitutions, the main law of a country, and emasculated their 
socialist contents. In this context, the agenda item of the DPRK Supreme 
People’s Assembly drew the world’s attention. Many people believed 
that some changes would be made in the DPRK. 

Given the situation, the Supreme People’s Assembly adopted and 
published the newly-amended and supplemented Socialist Constitution. 
The Constitution made clearer the socialist character of the state, the 
leadership role of the WPK over state activities, the principle of guiding 
and managing the socialist economy of the state and the problem of 
gradually converting cooperative property into all-people property and 
newly defined position and role of the National Defence Commission as 
the supreme military leadership body of state power. 

This provided a sure legal guarantee for defending socialism by 
further consolidating the socialist system. 


Kim Jong Il made sure that the economic might of the country was 
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remarkably increased by dynamically stepping up socialist economic 
construction, holding the red flag of socialism higher. 

From 1994 he energetically led the effort to implement the Party’s 
revolutionary economic strategy. 

Under his leadership, in the first half of the 1990s, even in the 
whirlwind of history, the foundations of the independent national 
economy of the country were further consolidated and people-centred 
socialism of Korean style advanced vigorously. 

The Korean people firmly established the Juche orientation in all 
fields of social life, holding higher the slogan “Let us live our own 


1!” 


way 


By Dint of Powerful Military Capabilities 

On July 8, 1994, Kim Il Sung, who devoted his whole life for 
the accomplishment of the cause of independence of the masses and 
worked energetically until the last days of his life for the prosperity of 
the country, the happiness of the people, the reunification of the country 
and global independence, passed away. 

At 12:00 on July 9, 1994, the sad news of his death, titled, To All Our 
Party Members and Other People was made public. 

On hearing the sudden news, the whole country turned into a sea of 
tears of blood, and the whole world shared their grief with the Korean 
people. 

In the mid-1990s, when the Korean people were in national mourning, 
their socialist cause faced the worst-ever trials in history. 

The US-led allied imperialist forces, claiming that the DPRK would 
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“collapse” in a few years, tightened their encirclement to isolate and 
stifle the country. 

In the grim period, when the Korean nation and socialism was at 
the crossroads of life and death, Kim Jong II held high the banner of 
Songun. 

In the mid-1990s the situation, in which the anti-imperialist military 
front became the main front of the revolution, urgently demanded 
that the position and role of the army be defined from a new point of 
view and, in line with it, the revolutionary forces reorganized, so as to 
advance the socialist cause. 

On New Year’s Day in 2000, Kim Jong II recollected with deep 
emotion the course of his Songun politics and Songun revolutionary 
leadership, saying that as long as he attached importance to arms and 
pursued Songun politics, his country would remain unperturbed. 

He had units of the KPA, the standard-bearer and shock brigade of 
Songun politics, dispatched to the difficult, yet important sectors and 
major fronts of economic construction, including agriculture, power 
generation and construction of power stations and highways. His 
intention was to encourage the service personnel to make a breakthrough 
in the vanguard and inspire all the people to emulate them in the struggle 
to overcome the grave economic difficulties. 

From 1997, the soldiers went to the granaries of the country and did 
farming together with the agricultural workers, built the Anbyon Youth 
Power Station and many small- and medium-sized power stations, 
and made a great contribution to normalizing electricity generation at 


the Pukchang Thermal Power Complex. They also became standard- 
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bearers in restoring the Hwanghae Iron and Steel Complex and putting 
its production on a normal footing. 

By learning from the revolutionary soldier spirit, the people of Jagang 
Province created the Kanggye spirit, and the workers of the Songjin 
Steel Complex kindled the torch of a fresh revolutionary upsurge. 

Amid this struggle, on October 8, 1997, the Central Committee 
and the Central Military Commission of the WPK issued a special 
announcement on the election of Kim Jong II as General Secretary of 
the WPK. 

On September 5, 1998, one year later, the First Session of the Tenth 
Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK solemnly proclaimed that 
Kim Jong II was elected Chairman of the National Defence Commission 
of the DPRK. 

The session also deliberated the amended and supplemented Socialist 
Constitution of the DPRK, and adopted it with unanimous approval. 

As for the authority of the National Defence Commission, the newly- 
added chapter of State Structure in the Socialist Constitution defined 
that it is “the highest military leadership body of state power and the 
organ of overall administration of national defence.” This political 
constitution that attached importance to national defence helped to 
make the state machinery institutionally guarantee the administering of 
Songun politics. 

The post of the Chairman of the National Defence Commission 
newly stipulated by the Socialist Constitution was the supreme post 
in the DPRK, which organized and led the work of defending the 


state system of the socialist country and the destiny of the people and 
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strengthening and developing the country’s defence capability and 
overall national strength by leading the whole of the political, military 
and economic forces of the country, and a sacred post which symbolized 
and represented the honour of the country and the dignity of the nation. 

After electing Kim Jong II their supreme leader, the Korean people 
worked world-startling miracles one after another despite difficulties, 
braving manifold difficulties on the strength of Songun. 

The power and food problem caused by the extreme difficulties 
were eased, leading production to be put on a normal basis. Invaluable 
successes were achieved in the effort to develop light industry and 
livestock and fish farming, which was geared to providing the people 
with a stable life as soon as possible. 

From 1998 a land realignment project was launched for laying out 
the country’s land as befits that of a truly socialist state. It contributed 
greatly to boosting agricultural production and transforming the 
appearance of the country. 

At the national sci-tech festivals, held every year, many excellent sci- 
tech successes conducive to the development of the national economy 
and the improvement of the people’s living standards were presented, 
giving a strong impetus to the economic development of the country. 

In particular, the IT industry and bioengineering sectors achieved 
successes which could proudly take the global lead. 

At 12:07 on August 31, 1998, the DPRK’s first artificial satellite 
Kwangmyongsong-1 was put into orbit, dealing a telling blow to the 
hostile forces, who were openly claiming about the “collapse” of the 
DPRK. 
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The successful launch of the satellite, an ensemble of the latest 
applied science and technology including electronic engineering, 
mechanical engineering, cybernetics, space engineering, electronic 
element technology and systems engineering, was an eruption of the 
unfathomable scientific and technological might of the DPRK and a 
solemn manifestation of Juche Korea’s great advance into a powerful 
country. 

This was entirely attributable to Songun politics pursued by 
Kim Jong II to defend his country and the destiny of his people, braving 
difficulties and challenges by dint of powerful military strength. 

Having seen out the last decade of the 20" century, the Korean people 


saw in anew century. 
In the New Century 


As the arduous march was coming to an end victoriously under the 
leadership of Kim Jong II, the banner of independence and socialism 
was being held fast to and the country turned into a stronger socialist 
bulwark. 

Great progress was made in the work for modernizing the country’s 
economy first. 

The work of mapping out a realistic plan for updating technology 
aimed at modernizing the national economy was pushed forward with 
on a priority basis. 

In this regard, measures were taken to thoroughly overcome the 


tendency of disbelieving in one’s own strength and technology and 
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the tendency of not conducting the planning work boldly and in a big 
way in line with the requirements of the new century and the trend of 
modern scientific and technological development. 

Renovation of the national economy was carried out in such a way as 
modernizing first those that were urgent and beneficial and expanding 
the success to others so as to improve the level of technical equipment 
as a whole. 

Beginning with the renovation of the Pyongyang General Electric 
Cable Factory 326, which occupies an important place in the 
modernization of the overall national economy, as required by the new 
century, efforts were made to put the production lines in all factories 
and enterprises on a scientific basis. As a result, the country’s industrial 
foundations were put on a new technological basis. 

Also, the agricultural sector, which, along with the industry, 
constitutes one of the two major branches of the national economy, 
brought about a radical improvement in production and technology. 

Measures were taken for distributing crops and varieties on the 
principle of sowing the right crop on the right soil and cultivating the 
right crop in the right season, for manuring and cultivating them in a 
scientific and technical way, for developing double cropping on a large 
scale and for effecting a revolution in seed production. 

Meanwhile, tideland reclamation, land realignment and 
construction of gravitational waterways to successfully solve the land 
and water problems, important factors in agricultural production, 
were pushed forward with, with the result that thousands of hectares 


of land were reclaimed in the Kumsong and Taegyedo tidelands, and 
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land realignment in North and South Phyongan provinces, South 
Hwanghae Province and Pyongyang were carried out, thus making 
hundreds of thousands of hectares of paddy and non-paddy fields 
large-sized and standardized ones. 

And in October 2002, the Kaechon-Lake Thaesong Waterway project 
was completed, and the water of the Taedong River flowed through the 
gravitational waterway that stretches over hundred kilometres into the 
paddy and non-paddy fields in South Phyongan Province, Pyongyang 
and Nampho. In 2005, the Paengma-Cholsan Waterway project was 
completed to supply water to tens of thousands of hectares of paddy 
and non-paddy fields in North Phyongan Province. The project of 
gravitational waterway in Miru Plain was successfully carried out, 
providing a guarantee for a high grain yield. 

Material foundations were laid for increasing agricultural production 
by breeding superior strains suited to the climatic and soil conditions 
of the country. 

And revolutionary measures were taken for boosting the vanguard 
sectors of the national economy, the basic industries, as required by 
the law-governed requirements of building an economic giant in the 
new century. 

The state concentrated all its efforts on providing the equipment and 
materials needed by these sectors on a priority basis and taking measures 
for solving the knotty problems. It also ensured that the electric-power, 
coal-mining and metallurgical industries and rail transport sector 
were all linked in a whole chain for unified economic operations and 


organizational work. 
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The electric-power, coal-mining and metallurgical industries and rail 
transport sector strengthened their mutual ties and cooperation, solved 
relevant problems, linked production and technology and combined 
current production and technical reconstruction in a correct way. 

A short-term plan (2003-2005) for solving the country’s electric 
power problem was set up, and a dynamic drive was launched decisively 
to increase the production of electricity in the coming few years. 

A number of large-scale hydroelectric power stations, including the 
Orangchon, Wonsan Youth, Kumjingang Hungbong Youth, Kumyagang, 
Unit 4 of Thaechon Youth and Samsu, were built and measures were 
taken for satisfactorily providing the materials, equipment and other 
conditions necessary for the construction of power stations. 

In order to increase coal production rapidly, electricity, equipment 
and materials were intensively supplied to coal mines. State efforts 
were concentrated on bringing about an innovation in production in 
the large-scale mines in the Sunchon, Pukchang and Tokchon areas as 
they were rich with coal deposits and favourable for mining and, in 
particular, they were responsible for producing coal for thermal power 
stations. 

In order to radically improve the metallurgical industry, measures 
were taken to produce larger amounts of ores, raw materials, for the 
industry. Fuel, materials and equipment needed for major metal factories 
were intensively supplied so that they could maintain and repair their 
production facilities and technical processes in the shortest possible 
time to put production on a normal footing. 


The rail transport sector waged a dynamic drive to fully meet the 
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demands for transport in building an economic giant. 

In order to improve the management and operation of factories and 
enterprises, substantial measures were taken for ensuring that planning, 
financial management, remuneration, labour management, equipment 
and technical management and bank transactions were conducted in 
conformity with the changed circumstances. 

Radical changes were made in the work of providing the cooperative 
farms with material and technical conditions and improving their 
management activities through detailed guidance over the rural 
economy. 

The functions and role of the people’s government were further 
enhanced, and proactive measures were taken for improving economic 
management in conformity with the line of economic construction in 


the Songun era, thus further strengthening the might of the DPRK. 
Seeds for Prosperity 


Developing Education and Science and Technology 

in the New Century 

Kim Jong II saw to it that a radical improvement was brought about 
in genius training as required by the reality, in which the building of a 
thriving socialist country was being intensified in a comprehensive way. 

Efforts were made to readjust the educational system and improve 
the contents and methods of education. 

The courses and systems of natural science departments of 


universities of education in all provinces were readjusted. A new system 
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of higher education was established to give continuous education of the 
graduate and postgraduate courses in a short period and the subjects and 
programmes for education were reorganized. 

While the systems of genius training and university and college 
education were perfected, the study-while-you-work system and the 
habit of studying were developed throughout society and the social 
education system was further strengthened. 

Such measures readjusted the past academic courses and curricula 
and further improved the educational system, one of the important links 
in the whole chain of education. 

The undertaking for fundamentally improving the contents and 
methods of education was also conducted in a substantial way. 

It included developing the methods of education by making an 
effective use of the heuristic teaching method and generalizing them, 
increasing the proportion of experiments and internship, harmoniously 
combining theory with practice, education with productive labour, and 
steadily improving the testing methods, thus ensuring that they acquired 
profound practical knowledge. 

The state provision and social support for education were strengthened 
and the Education Fund of Korea was set up in 2005 to give active 
assistance to education. 

The undertaking for developing the country’s science and technology 
to the cutting-edge level was also conducted in a brisk way. 

In 2003, a Five-Year Plan for sci-tech development was worked out 
and pushed forward. 


The plan was designed to raise the level of IT, biotechnology and 
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new energy technology to those of developed countries and direct 
efforts to basic sciences. 

To this end, from February 2003, measures were taken for rapidly 
developing cutting-edge science and technology and integrating science 
and technology with the economy. They included setting properly the 
key national projects for the development of science and technology and 
concentrating efforts on them, establishing the self-balancing system 
or the semi-self-balancing system in the applied scientific research 
institutes and, for this, allowing circulation of intellectual products, 
instituting the February 16 Science and Technology Prize in order 
to encourage the scientists and technicians, and organizing research 
centres of different sectors. 

In particular, great efforts were made to develop biotechnology, 
which is of great significance in developing the cutting-edge science 
and technology. Scientists made great achievements in the research into 
stem cell technology and genome. 

Information technology was also developed at a brisk pace. Great 
efforts were directed to developing the information technology, 
especially programming; thus, great successes were achieved in the 
development of machine translation programs, operating systems and 
voice recognition programs. The state also regarded it as an important 
undertaking to perfect an indigenous operating system and put all 
sectors of the national economy on an IT basis. 

The first task in developing cutting-edge science and technology was 
to introduce the indigenous CNC technology and kindle the flames of 


the industrial revolution in the new century. 
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With a keen insight into the world trend of the development of the 
machine-building industry, Kim Jong Il ensured that a hot wind of 
introducing the CNC technology swept the country to raise the country’s 
machine-building industry to a higher level. 

Thus, a campaign was launched to develop the CNC technology 
of the machine-building industry to a higher level on the basis of the 
successes already achieved in the introduction of CNC technology. 

In order to mass-produce CNC machine tools highly demanded by 
many sectors of the national economy, a general machine-tool factory 
was renovated into a model factory for the production of CNC machine 
tools. The factory developed various kinds of advanced CNC equipment 
including a modern large composite machining centre and multi-axis 
CNC machine tools. 

Along with this, a brisk campaign was launched to solve the problem 
of tools in the introduction of CNC technology, to make production 
lines unmanned, to put even small regional-industry factories on a CNC 
footing, to say nothing of those in the major sectors of the national 
economy, like the metallurgical, electric-power and coal-mining 
industries and rail transport. 

As the hot wind of making the industrial revolution rose, i.e., 
introducing CNC technology in the new century, solid foundations 
were laid for modernization of the national economy and building of a 
thriving socialist country. 

In the field of basic sciences, too, research work was actively 
conducted for consolidating the theoretical and methodological basis 


of the cutting-edge and applied science and technology and solving the 
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scientific and technical problems arising in economic construction, thus 
laying a theoretical foundation for fluid control, which was of great 
economic significance in the study of the qualitative characteristics of 
the basic equation of fluid movement. 

The sci-tech- revolution in the new century provided a powerful spur 
to the work for accelerating the modernization of the national economy. 

It made it possible for scientists and technicians to play their role to 
the full in the modernization projects of the machine-building industry, 
one of the main links in the whole chain of modernizing the overall 
national economy. 

Many scientists and technicians went to factories and enterprises 
in the field of machine-building industry to renovate their production 
lines. 

Next, the state made sure that public interest in science and 
technology was further raised, scientists and technicians received 
effective help in their work, activities of the scientists and technicians 
shock brigades were further strengthened, and sci-tech findings were 
actively introduced into production. 

Many successes were achieved thanks to the measures taken by the 
state to put the metal industry on a Juche basis and improve the people’s 
standard of living by relying on science and technology. 

The agricultural science sector strove to propagate high-yielding 
strains across the country and improve seeds in livestock farming, fruit 
farming, cash crop farming and sericulture. 

Thanks to the devoted efforts of scientists and technicians, many 


scientific and technological problems were resolved in the work of 
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modernizing the national economy as required by the new century on 


the basis of advanced technology. 


For the Development of Agriculture and Light Industry 

2012 was a significant year that marked the 100" birth anniversary of 
President Kim II] Sung, the great leader of the Korean people. 

On the basis of the experience gained in modernizing important 
factories and enterprises of the national economy, the DPRK government 
concentrated its efforts on improving the people’s material and cultural 
life in the year. 

To this end, great attention was paid to increasing agricultural 
production including grain, livestock and fruit farming. 

Model units brought about a change in production and propagated 
their experiences throughout the country so as to increase grain 
production. 

Competition for increasing production among various farms on the 
west coast extended to those on the east coast. 

While holding fast to the principle of sowing the right crop in the 
right soil at the right time, farms strove to learn from those who were 
advanced in farming. 

In the course of this, many farms in the country, including the then 
Tongbong Cooperative Farm in Hamju County, which had been said to 
be unfavourable for farming, worked a miracle of surpassing the peak 
year level. 

Deep attention was also paid to developing livestock, fish and fruit 


farming. 
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A number of poultry and livestock bases were built or renovated, 
and efforts were made to establish a food production cycle of livestock 
farming and crop farming. 

A large-scale Taedonggang Combined Fruit Farm was built in 
Samsok District, Pyongyang, and a dynamic drive was made to turn the 
Kosan Combined Fruit Farm into a large-scale fruit production base. 

The fish farming sector, with an aim to surpass the world standard 
and create new things continuously, directed deep interest to raising 
sturgeon, terrapin, trout, salmon and other rare fishes. 

In June 2009 the Sinchang Fish Farm succeeded in farming sturgeon 
for the first time, and in November 2010, the newly-built Ryongjong 
Seaside Fish Farm and Ryongjong Fish Farm succeeded in fully 
adapting sturgeon to the sea water, and great successes were made in 
the farming of salmon, eel and terrapin. 

In those days the famous catchphrase “Sturgeon to the sea and Korea 
to the world” came into being, pleasing the people. 

Efforts for producing large amounts of light-industry goods were 
made for the improvement of the people’s living standards. 

Light industry pushed ahead with the work of improving the quality 
of consumer goods including shoes, socks and plastic daily necessities 
and putting their production on a normal footing. 

In order to develop the food-processing industry on a higher level, 
it renovated foodstuff factories in such a way as to put forward model 
units before generalizing their successes and experiences. 

In the course of this, the Pyongyang Gum Factory, Taedonggang 
Foodstuff Factory and Kangso Mineral Water Factory were built, and 
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the Pyongyang Wheat Flour Processing Factory was renovated, so that 
they could turn out quality foodstuffs. 

Regional-industrial factories produced quality goods with idle 
materials including agricultural by-products. 

The public welfare service sector raised the quality of service at the 
commercial and public catering establishments, and built commercial 
service establishments that would sell quality goods produced 
domestically and those from other countries as required by the people 
in their living. 

The newly-opened commercial outlets set prices in consideration of 
the cost, demand, solvency and market price before selling them, so as 
to sustain the nature of socialist commerce while meeting the demands 
of the people. 

In order to bring about an improvement in the catering service, the 
newly-built restaurants in different parts of the country raised the level 
of cooking, thoroughly ensured hygienic safety and steadily improved 
their operation and service activities. 

A fresh turn was made in the building of houses, a matter of vital 
importance in the people’s livelihood. 

In order to provide the people with houses suited to the requirements 
of the new century, the old houses around the Pothong Gate were 
removed and Mansudae Street was built as a model, and based on it, 
modern houses were built at the foot of Mt Haebang. 

Meanwhile, construction of Changjon Street was vigorously pushed 
forward in the lead-up to the centenary of the birth of Kim I Sung, and 


wonderful houses were built in different cities and rural communities 
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across the country in line with the requirements of the new century. 

Bases for the people’s cultural and leisure activities spruced up. 

Such scenic spots as Moran Hill and Mt Ryongak were developed so 
that the people could come and enjoy themselves to their heart’s content, 
and Mangyongdae, Mt Taesong, Kaeson Youth Park and Rungna Island 
were developed as cultural recreation places. 

In this way, in the last years of the first decade of the new century, 
modernization of light industry was vigorously promoted and new 
creations were set up to raise the people’s material and cultural life to 


a higher level. 


2k > > 


Under the wise leadership of Kim Jong II, the Korean people planted 
precious one seed of prosperity after another in the period when they 
greeted the new century of Juche. 

At the Third Conference of the WPK held on September 28, 2010, 
Kim Jong Un was elected as a member of the central leadership body 
of the WPK and vice-chairman of the Central Military Commission of 
the WPK. 

Thus, the desire and wish of all the Korean people to hold him in 
high esteem as the sole successor to Kim Jong II were realized as a 


reflection of the organizational will. 
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5. For the Comprehensive Development 
of Socialism 


For the Realization of the People’s 
Dreams and Ideals 


In the New Century of Juche 

The DPRK greeted the new century of Juche, full of confidence. 

In 2011 the country concentrated its decisive efforts on solving the 
problems in improving the people’s standard of living in the struggle 
for building a powerful socialist country. 

It promoted one after another the work of increasing the production 
capabilities of the light-industry factories, normalizing their production 
at a high level and putting the production of consumer goods on a 
modern and scientific footing. 

In this course, a number of factories including the Nampho 
Glass Bottle Branch Factory of the Taean Friendship Glass Factory, 
Hamhung Woolen Textile Mill, Susongchon General Foodstuff 
Factory, Pyongyang Mechanical Pencil Factory, Ponghwa Soap 
Factory, Ryongaksan Spring Water Bottling Factory and Jongbangsan 
General Foodstuff Factory were newly built or renovated. 

Meanwhile, valuable successes were made in solving the food 
problem, and the February 8 Vinalon Complex installed a horizontal 


spinning line and fibre production line with a capability of tens of 
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thousands of tons, conducive to normalizing its production. 

The Ryongsong Machine Complex, while developing geothermal 
equipment of 1 O00kW capacity, designed and manufactured a screw 
compressor rotor, the Hungnam Fertilizer Complex succeeded in the 
trial run of the first-series process of ammonia production by lignite 
gasification, and the working class in Taehung made a big stride in 
putting the national economy ona Juche-oriented footing by succeeding 
in the test production of magnesia clinker by non-coking method. 

When all the people of the country were working miracles raising 
the flames of a new great upsurge, Kim Jong II, who was leading the 
Party, state and people in the vanguard of the revolution for the good 
of the people and for the prosperity of the country, passed away on 
December 17, 2011. 

At 12:00 on December 19, the Central TV and radio reported the sad 
news under the title of To All Our Party Members, Service Personnel of 
the Korean People’s Army and Other People. 

It was like a bolt from the blue for the Korean people. 

Mass media of more than 100 countries repeatedly reported the news 
of his death and his personality as a great man. 

The Korean people preserved him in his lifetime appearance in the 
then Kumsusan Memorial Palace, where Kim II] Sung was preserved, 
and on February 16, 2012, the Central Committee and the Central 
Military Commission of the WPK, National Defence Commission of 
the DPRK, the then Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly and 
Cabinet of the DPRK promulgated the joint decision to rename the 


palace the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun. 
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On April 1, 2013, the Seventh Session of the Twelfth Supreme 
People’s Assembly adopted the Law of the DPRK on the Kumsusan 
Palace of the Sun. 

Kim Jong Un saw to it that the general line of the WPK on 
strengthening the people’s government and vigorously conducting the 
three revolutions of ideology, technology and culture while enhancing 
its function and role was thoroughly implemented in order to build a 
powerful socialist country successfully under the banner of modelling 
the whole society on Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism. 

He also ensured that the principle of self-development first was 
strictly adhered to and the Party and state activities were conducted 
on the principle of respecting and giving priority to the people, the 
principle of serving them and relying on their inexhaustible strength. 

A grand military parade took place in Pyongyang on April 15, 2012 
in celebration of the centenary of the birth of Kim Il Sung. 

In his speech at the parade, Kim Jong Un clarified that single- 
hearted unity and invincible military might plus the industrial revolution 
in the new century together make a thriving socialist country, thus 
developing the idea of building a powerful socialist country. 

This idea was a strategic line the Korean people should consistently 
adhered to in building a powerful socialist country. 

Kim Jong Un set the building of socialist civilization as an important 
goal to be achieved in building a powerful socialist country, and gave 
comprehensive answers to the problems arising in the struggle for its 
realization. 


And he set forth law-governed nature of building a powerful 
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socialist country and the great idea that the essence of Kimilsungism- 
Kimjongilism is the people-first principle. 
Now, the Korean people’s cause of building a powerful socialist 


country entered a new stage. 


For a More Civilized Life 

Construction of Changjon Street, which started in May 2011, was an 
unprecedentedly gigantic and challenging in scale, breadth, content and 
form; as a large-scale and comprehensive unit of life, the street had to be 
lined with skyscrapers, high-rise apartment houses and other structures 
of different architectural forms—streamlined, circular and angular—and 
with a harmonious arrangement of a theatre, school and other public 
buildings including neighbourhood-serving amenities. 

However, the Korean people completed its construction in just one 
year, setting up a magnificent new street in the central part of Pyongyang. 

One year later, in September 2013, Unha Scientists Street was 
completed in the Ryonggung area in Ryongsong District in a suburb of 
the capital city. 

In October the same year the apartment houses for educators of 
Kim Il Sung University were built at the Ryonghung crossroads in 
Pyongyang. 

In October 2015, Mirae Scientists Street was completed, and 
Ryomyong Street was built in April 2017, marking the 105" birth 
anniversary of Kim II Sung. 

In December 2019, Samjiyon in northern mountainous Ryanggang 


Province was renovated as a model of a mountainous city, and Songhwa 
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Street and Hwasong Street were inaugurated in April 2022 and in 2023, 
respectively. 

In this way, the country built one street almost every year. 

The Thongilgori Fitness Centre was built in 2012, and the Pyongyang 
Floriculture Institute expanded its capacity in September 2012. 

The Mangyongdae Amusement Park and Taesongsan Amusement 
Park were rebuilt. And the Rungna People’s Recreation Ground was 
built on the Rungna Island in the middle of the Taedong River. The 
comprehensive pleasure ground consists of an amusement park, 
water park, dolphinarium and sports park, all equipped with modern 
facilities. 

In November 2012 the Ryugyong Health Complex opened. It consists 
of public, family and private bathrooms, fitness hall, barber’s, beauty 
parlour, recreation hall, restaurant and snack bar. And the People’s Open- 
air Ice Rink, equipped with changing room, lounge, clinic, broadcasting 
studio and monitoring room, opened. 

In October 2013 the world-class Munsu Water Park and Mirim 
Riding Club were inaugurated, followed by the Masikryong Ski Resort 
in 2014 and the Sci-Tech Complex in January 2016. The Central Zoo 
was renovated. 

Houses in the Jangchon Vegetable Farm in Sadong_ District, 
Pyongyang, and Paekhak-dong and other flood-hit northern areas in the 
city of Rason were wonderfully rebuilt as models of rural houses in the 
new century in 2014 and 2015, respectively. 

Along with construction, efforts were made to develop the country’s 


education in a long-term and scientific way. 
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An undertaking was made to bring about a great revolution in 
education, regarding education as the most important of state affairs. 

The Sixth Session of the Twelfth Supreme People’s Assembly held 
in September 2012 adopted the law on enforcing universal 12-year free 
compulsory education. 

As aresult, the secondary general education system and the relevant 
school system were perfected. 

In order to raise the level of general education and strengthen the 
ranks of teachers, the country concentrated efforts on the work of 
building up the teacher training institutes and improving the quality of 
education, the core of which was to put education on a scientific, IT and 
modern basis on a high level. 

As result, Pyongyang Teachers Training College was renovated as a 
model in 2017, and efforts were directed to modernizing the teachers 
training colleges and similar institutes in provinces (municipalities) as 
befits the “pedigree farms” of education for the younger generation. 

An undertaking was also conducted to upgrade and perfect the 
higher education system, which had been confined in the framework 
of university and college education system in the era of industrial 
economy of the past. 

All the universities set the types of talents to be trained and the goals 
for training them on a scientific and realistic basis, and readjusted the 
education system, faculties and departments in conformity with them, 
and set up new courses including cutting-edge ones. 

Universities set the education system rationally to suit the purpose 


of training academic talents and practical talents, and developed the 
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continuous education system to train a large number of world-class 
scholars. 

They established a well-regulated system of continuous education 
from undergraduate to postgraduate courses, and ensured that genius 
education proved effective. 

The country set up universities, faculties and departments to train 
talents in advanced and important fields including aerospace and 
chemical industry, and opened up new inter-disciplinary sciences and 
train talents in those fields as required by the trend of the comprehensive 
development of science and its socio-economic development. 

As state and public concern for education elevated and investment in 
education increased, great strides were made in the work of improving 
the educational conditions and environment in schools across the country. 

As seen above, the Korean people achieved many successes in the 


struggle to build a more civilized society in the new century of Juche. 


For the Promotion of the People’s Living Standards 

In order to develop the textile, clothing, footwear, foodstuff and daily 
necessities industries, the DPRK government put forward light industry 
as one of the two fronts for building a powerful socialist country and 
put spurs to the production of quality consumer goods. 

The light-industry factories strove to modernize their equipment 
as required by the new century and put their production lines on an 
automated and unmanned basis, regarding it as a guarantee for putting 
production on a normal footing. 


In particular, the light industry sector set it as its main goal to obtain 
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its production lines at home, and waged a struggle to this end. 

It also set it as its main objective to develop the cosmetics industry 
into a technology-intensive industry closely linked with production and 
science, and achieved many successes in this regard. 

Next, the sector conducted the work of producing what would meet 
the taste of the people and be approved and favoured by them, famous 
goods symbolic of their production units and perfect for foreign markets. 

Workers and technicians in the sector devoted their wisdom and 
enthusiasm to every product they produced and invented in the spirit 
of making one leap forward after another while competing with one 
another. 

At the same time, the work for developing the regional industry was 
vigorously conducted. 

As exhibitions of light-industry products from factories and 
enterprises across the country were held annually, even the regional- 
industry factories brought about an upsurge in their efforts to achieve 
self-sufficiency in goods for the local people by their own efforts. 

Next, the DPRK government, while developing light industry, 
made efforts to achieve self-sufficiency in electricity, fuel and 
raw materials of the national economy for the improvement of the 
people’s living. 

First, it set it as the central link of and prerequisite for economic 
development and improvement of the people’s standard of living to 
solve the electric power problem, and made strenuous efforts to lay a 
solid foundation for the development of the electric power industry. 


Setting it as the main targets to normalize the production of electricity 
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at a high level, improve the supply of electric power and make effective 
use of the generated electric power, boldly modernize the electric power 
industry in a far-sighted way, build more new power generation bases 
and take strong state measures to help the industry, the government set 
out concrete ways based on a scientific clarification of the country’s 
electricity production situation and the world trend of power industry 
development. 

Decisive measures were taken to maximize production at thermal 
and hydroelectric power stations. 

Measures were taken to build the Chongchongang Stepped Power 
Station and Paektusan Hero Youth Power Station in a practical way 
and operate them on a normal basis, and to reinforce the existing 
hydroelectric power stations to operate them at full capacity. 

Amid the struggle to build small and medium-sized power stations, 
many hydroelectric power stations were built on a large scale, thus 
laying a solid foundation for decisively increasing power production. 

Regarding it as an important issue in easing the strain on power 
supply to maximize the existing generating capacity, it also saw to 
it that the electric power system was reinforced so as to improve its 
overall efficiency while decisively reducing the transmission loss of 
electric power and introducing the successes of modern science and 
technology into all power generation equipment. 

The thermal power stations upgraded the turbines and generators 
on the basis of advanced technology and boldly introduced such new 
technologies as CFB combustion technology, integrated gasification 


combined cycle, supercritical pressure generation technology for 
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improving efficiency and heavy oil-free firing technology to drastically 
reduce the consumption of heavy oil, coal and other fuels. 

A radical improvement was made in the production, supply and 
management of electricity through a dynamic work to form a nationwide 
integrated power management system and organize alternative 
production in an effective way. 

In order to solve the electricity problem by using natural energy, the 
government put it forward as its policy to utilize wind, tidal power and 
solar heat. 

At the same time, the work for increasing coal production was 
conducted vigorously. 

Measures were taken to provide the coal-mining complexes and other 
coal mines with electricity, equipment and materials on a preferential 
basis every year and provide the coal miners with adequate working 
and living conditions. 

In the course of the struggle for improving the people’s livelihood, 
the prospect of developing the economy sustainably with the country’s 
own strength, technology and resources was opened up and the structure 


of industry was significantly improved. 


A New Heyday of Bolstering up 
the National Strength 


The Korean people faced an important task of bringing about a 
revolutionary upsurge in economic construction, regarding self-reliance 


as a treasured sword for achieving prosperity. 
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To renovate the economic management method is a fundamental 
problem for developing the socialist economy in a planned and balanced 
way in conformity with its intrinsic requirements, ensuring a high rate 
of growth and bringing about a turn in the people’s standard of living. 

At the turn of the new century of the Juche era, in particular, it was a 
very urgent task to study the most reasonable and profitable management 
method of the socialist economy and apply it in practice. 

Kim Jong Un ensured that the Cabinet-responsibility system, the 
Cabinet-centred system, was strengthened so that the economic work 
could be conducted under the unified control, strategic operation and 
command of the state. 

An order was established, whereby all the problems related to the 
economy were brought to the Cabinet and resolved under its unified 
leadership, and a strong demand was made to ensure that all the 
economic guidance organs thoroughly implement its decisions and 
directives. 

The state’s centralized guidance over the economy was combined 
with work of enhancing the sense of responsibility and creativity of 
each sector and unit in running the country’s economy. 

Structural and working systems were readjusted so that the state 
could provide unified guidance and management of the economic work 
while enterprises could organize their production and management 
activities in a smooth way. 

The Cabinet and other state economic guidance organs pushed ahead 
with the work of establishing a method of economic management 


suited to the requirements of the reality, and many economic organs 
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and enterprises actively turned out to conduct their business activities 
creatively on their own initiative. 

The state took measures to provide conditions so that factories, 
enterprises and cooperative organizations could work out proper 
management methods, put production on a normal footing and 
exercise their vested management rights without a hitch to meet the 
requirements of the socialist system of responsible business operation. 

Along with this, it ensured that the socialist system of responsible 
business operation was enforced in a realistic way. 

A great upsurge was brought about in the struggle to boost the metal 
industry and develop the chemical industry to attain self-sufficiency in 
raw materials and fuel. 

The Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Complex pushed ahead with the 
construction of an oxygen-blast furnace, and the Hwanghae Iron 
and Steel Complex built another such furnace while increasing steel 
production. Over 20 other projects for making the iron and steel 
production Juche-based were completed in the metal industry. 

The construction of the oxygen-blast furnace opened up a prospect 
for putting the production of pig iron by anthracite on a normal footing, 
and the Chollima Steel Complex established the Juche-based iron 
production method by means of revolving kiln. 

The chemical industry pushed ahead with the work of establishing 
the acrylic paint production line, furfurol industry, sodium carbonate 
and caustic soda production lines based on coal gasification and other 
projects to make the chemical industry Juche-based. 


Besides, brisk preparations were made for establishing the Cl 
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chemical industry, like the setting up of methanol production line based 
on coal gasification and the olefin production line by methanol. 

The work of building such high-tech industries as IT, nano and 
biological industries on a large scale was also dynamically pushed 
ahead with to increase the proportion and pivotal role of the hi-tech 
industry in the country’s economic development. 

Efforts were made to develop the core basic technologies, including 
information technology, nanotechnology and bioengineering, and new 
materials and new energy technologies. 

The setup of highly germ-free, dust-free and automated production 
line of biochemicals and many other successes were achieved, rendering 
a substantial contribution to putting the national economy on a modem 
and IT basis. 

Many machine factories in the country were tured into IT-based, 
digitized and energy-saving ones, and precious successes were achieved 
in the fields of hi-tech industry. 

In order to solve the food problem of the people by developing crop 
farming, livestock farming, fishery and fruit farming, researches were 
made to breed a large number of high-yielding and superior strains of 
grains, and the scientific and intensive level of farming was enhanced. 
A number of livestock farming bases were built, and scientific research 
institutes in this sector further strengthened the material and technical 
foundations for the development of livestock farming through the work 
of putting livestock farming on a scientific basis by developing composite 
nutritional activator for feed crops and nano-biological activator. 


For the development of the fishing industry, fishing was put on a 
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scientific basis, fishing vessels and implements were modernized, and 
new innovations were made in the processing of seafood. 

Marine fish farming and aquaculture were actively conducted as 
a state policy, and freshwater fish farming bases strove to increase 
production. 

The fruit-farming sector also waged an extensive campaign to 
undertake fruit tree planting and all the processes of their cultivation as 
required by science and technology under the banner of putting fruit- 
farming on a scientific basis, to create thousands of hectares of orchards 


and to build fruit concentration bases and storehouses. 


Journey to Future 


Overcoming New Challenges 

The 21“ century has entered its 20s. 

However, in its first year 2020, mankind faced a new challenge— 
global health crisis. 

The pandemic created a big obstacle in the way of the Korean people, 
which demanded timely measures. 

The DPRK government made an immediate and resolute decision 
to defend the security of the country and safety of its people from the 
crisis. 

Accordingly, it thoroughly blocked its borders, coasts and airspace 
since mid-January 2020. 

All the citizens were encouraged to have a high sense of self- 


awareness in the epidemic prevention work, and concrete anti-epidemic 
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barriers and all-people anti-epidemic system were established in the 
country. 

And natural disasters that hit the country for consecutive years since 
2020 were another challenge, which posed manifold difficulties before 
the Korean people. 

Because of successive flooding and typhoons, dams, railways and 
railway bridges were damaged in the electric-power, metallurgical, rail 
transport and forestry sectors, and a vast acreage of farmland, many 
bridges, roads, irrigational waterways, structures, houses and river 
banks in different sectors of the national economy, including agriculture, 
land and environment conservation and urban management were either 
damaged or lost. 

Worse still, the hostile forces’ moves, which had continued from one 
decade to the next and from one century to the next, reached a serious 
phase. The United States became hell-bent on its reckless military 
confrontation moves to weaken the country gradually by clinging to its 
sanctions and invade it by mobilizing huge armed forces. 

The prevailing situation demanded that the Korean people further 
build up their internal strength in all aspects. 

To this end, vigorous efforts were made to conduct the economic 
work firmly based on the practical conditions, find out a clear-cut way 
of improving planning to meet the actual requirements, keep the overall 
balance between production and supply, and raise the trustworthiness of 
the national economic plan. 

Unnecessary procedures and systems in improving the economic 


management were abolished, and all the elements that hampered 
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production activities and decreased working efficiency in state 
management and the economic work were put on the right track. 

Measures were also taken to do away with the evil practices and 
the state of stagnation revealed in the fields of the metal, chemical, 
electric-power, coal-mining, machine-building, building-materials and 
light industries and rail transport and bring about a stride forward in the 
economic work. 

The structures and teaching programmes of universities were steadily 
improved, the contents of education made practical, comprehensive and 
up-to-date, and larger numbers of talented personnel and valuable sci- 
tech findings produced. 

In the metallurgical industry, including the Kim Chaek Iron and 
Steel Complex and the Hwanghae Iron and Steel Complex, the work 
for further perfecting the Juche-based iron production line in a scientific 
and technological way and expanding the production capacity was 
successfully pushed forward with. 

The power industry made successes in the work of maximizing 
the existing generating capacities of thermal and hydroelectric power 
stations by restoring the performance of the generating facilities to their 
original state. 

And it pushed ahead with the work of maintaining and reinforcing 
the existing foundations of the hydroelectric power stations by dint of 
advanced science and technology. 

Light industry set it as its main task to use domestically-available 
raw and other materials and diversify the range and types of consumer 


goods and improve their quality, and made strenuous efforts to this end. 
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Projects for renovating refractory production lines were accelerated 
in the mining industry, opening up prospects for increasing the 
mineral output. 

As a result, several units in the metallurgical industry fulfilled the 
major production plans for steel, pig iron, rolled steel, iron ore and other 
items ahead of the schedule every year, different units in the chemical 
industry completed the expansion projects of production capacity, and 
many high-yielding farms were produced across the country despite 
unfavourable weather conditions. 

Although everything was in short supply, the tideland reclaimers 
worked miracles in obtaining a large area of crop land. 

Thousands of technical innovations were presented every year, 
giving a strong impetus to putting the national economy on a scientific 


basis. 


National Prestige Enhanced in the Midst of Trials 

It is by no means easy for a country and its people to have a great 
dignity and demonstrate their prestige. 

The Korean people are advancing straight ahead without stagnation 
along the road of independence, the road of socialism, in the face of the 
tribulations of history by dint of single-minded unity. 

Military parades held in celebration of the 75" founding anniversary 
of the Korean People’s Army and the 70" anniversary of victory in 
the Fatherland Liberation War served as important occasions for 
demonstrating the national strength of the DPRK. 

They filled the Korean people with great pride in and self-respect for 
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their country and confidence in the future, and showed the reality of the 
DPRK which is constantly aspiring after and creating new things in all 
fields, rejecting stereotypes and rigidity. 

New streets symbolic of prosperity and civilization in the era of 
the Workers’ Party sprang up in the capital city of Pyongyang, a large 
greenhouse farm was built in the Ryonpho area of South Hamgyong 
Province, and modern houses were built as model ones in rural areas 
across the country, thus changing the appearance of the country. 

The Komdok area was turned into a mountain gorge city, and another 
architectural group appeared in the Hwasong area of Pyongyang. 

The Korean people worked a miracle of emerging victorious in 
the highest-level emergency anti-epidemic campaign in May 2022 by 
stabilizing the epidemic situation in a little over 90 days. 

Prompt and scientific measures were taken for anti-epidemic work 
and treatment to reverse the tide in a short span of time by strictly locking 
down the whole country city by city and county by county and isolating 
units from one another, undertaking scientific and intensive testing and 
treatment, releasing and supplying the state’s reserve medicines and 
stabilizing the people’s living. Under such circumstances, the Korean 
people remained at their workplaces and carried out their assignments 
in a responsible manner. 

Strong state measures were taken for producing and supplying 
medicines, and intensive treatment was conducted. 

As a result, a well-regulated system of supplying medicines was 
established in the capital city and local areas, and the work of establishing, 


applying and disseminating treatment methods suited to the constitution 
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and characteristics of the Korean people and the specific conditions of 
the country was pushed forward at a rapid pace, thus saving the lives of 
the people from the danger of the malignant disease. 

Meanwhile, vigorous efforts were made to reverse the anti-epidemic 
situation, turning it to an all-people campaign. 

Thanks to the determined struggle of the Korean people, fever cases 
were all recovered in a short period after the operation of the highest- 
level emergency anti-epidemic system, and a low record of fatality rate, 
0.0016 per cent, was created. 

The great victory the Korean people achieved in the anti-epidemic 
campaign was not attributable to the favourable conditions and 
foundations. 

The affection and tender feeling of Kim Jong Un for the people 
became the fundamental source of inspiring all the people to the anti- 
epidemic campaign. 

Ata consultative meeting of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee on May 14, 2022, he suggested that the household medicines 
his family had prepared be sent to families in need, with a fervent hope 
that peace and laughter would settle again in all families across the 
country. On June 15, he sent the medicines prepared by his family to the 
Haeju City Committee of South Hwanghae Province of the WPK as an 
acute enteric epidemic broke out in the city. 

By following his ennobling examples, the Korean people gave full 
play to beautiful virtues of helping and leading one another forward 
and devoting all to society and the collective, which was an important 


key to the great victory in the anti-epidemic campaign. 
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In the course of putting an end to the severest-ever health crisis 
after the founding of the country, they cherished once again the lesson 
that war against a malignant virus is hard to win by dint of the state- 
of-the-art medical science and technology alone, but all the citizens 
should get united and cooperate with one another in consolidating the 
anti-epidemic wall without permitting slackness even for a moment to 
achieve the desired success. 

The unique superiority of the Korean-style society, in which 
every sector and unit in the country upheld without any question the 
decisions and directives of the state on the complete lockdown, kept 
in perfect step with them, without permitting a moment’s slackness in 
the anti-epidemic work, and the tenderness and human feelings based 
on strong collectivist spirit of controlling and defending one another 
permeating the country, was the source of the strength that helped 
it create the record of the longest prevention of the epidemic in the 
global public health crisis. 

This success clearly proved the validity and scientific accuracy of 
the state’s anti-epidemic policy and fully demonstrated the political and 
ideological superiority of the socialist system and its unique organized 
character and unity. 

In the course of overcoming the anti-epidemic crisis, the Korean 
people displayed the excellent virtues and traits of caring one another 
and devoting themselves for the sake of others, as, having grown up 
in the embrace of the WPK and the socialist system, collectivism and 
love for human beings was as natural to them as breathing the air. 


The great victory in the anti-epidemic campaign worthy of note in 


125 


the history of international public health care showed the world once 
again that the DPRK would emerge victorious without fail by dint of 
outstanding political leadership and single-minded unity, no matter 
what challenges it may face, thanks to the great leader and the united 


strength of the Party and the people. 


Towards Future 

Despite the worst difficulties caused by the pandemic, the DPRK 
government has pushed ahead with the projects of building 50 000 flats 
in Pyongyang. 

Its first entity is the modern street of 10 000 flats built in the Songsin 
and Songhwa area. 

The ground-breaking ceremony for the project took place in March 
2021, and on April 11, 2022, the inaugural ceremony of Songhwa Street 
took place on the spot. 

Songhwa Street, built on the eastern gateway to the capital city to 
provide the people with more stabilized and civilized living conditions, 
was the first entity symbolic of the new era of comprehensive 
development seething with great creation and changes. 

Two days later, the inaugural ceremony of the Pothong Riverside 
Terraced Houses District was held. The district, in which formative art, 
practicability and convenience are ensured at the highest level, took 
its shape at a time-honoured fine location in the centre of the capital 
city as a new model of housing construction, which encapsulates a 
new civilization of socialism. 


Kim Jong Un personally named the administrative section of the 
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residential quarters Kyongru-dong, meaning a terrace of beautiful 
gems. 

In 2022 a new era of rural rejuvenation was opened in the 
countryside. 

To transform the appearance and environment of the rural areas is a 
people-oriented undertaking wished for and welcomed by all the people, 
a political work for effecting a new socialist rural civilization, in which 
the regional areas change, and a historic undertaking for achieving the 
overall development of the state. 

In the first year of rural housing construction, model rural villages in 
conformity with specific features of mountainous, lowland and coastal 
areas were built across the country, thus bringing about a significant 
change in the rural development in the new era. 

Rural houses epitomizing modern civilization sprang up in the 
country, including Solbong-ri in Kosan County, Kangwon Province, 
and Changhyo-ri in the city of Hoeryong, North Hamgyong Province. 

The modern rural houses built under the difficult situation proved the 
scientific accuracy, validity and vitality of the programme for the rural 
revolution in the new era. 

Housing construction is also being pushed forward with in 
the Komdok area in the northern part of the country. In the area, a 
large-scale mineral production base, a project of constructing 25 
000 flats in five years starting from 2021, or 5 000 flats every year, 
and neighbourhood-serving amenities is now under progress. When 
it is completed, a mountain gorge city unprecedented in history 


will appear. 
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The Ryonpho Greenhouse Farm, another gigantic edifice, was 
inaugurated on October 10, 2022, the founding anniversary of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea. 

The DPRK government has long paid great attention to the 
construction of greenhouse farms. In recent years, in particular, 
it has made it a policy to build modern and profitable greenhouse 
farms on a nationwide scale to supply the people with various kinds 
of fresh vegetables in all seasons, and exerted strenuous efforts to 
implement them. 

Accordingly, the state started the construction of large-scale 
greenhouse farms in the areas where vegetable farming is not successful 
due to the natural and climatic conditions. As part of it, the Jangphyong 
Greenhouse Farm was successfully built in North Hamgyong Province 
in the northern part of the country in 2019. 

In 2022, too, it planned to build the large-scale Ryonpho Greenhouse 
Farm in order to supply fresh vegetables to the people in Hamhung, 
a major industrial and science city of the country, and in the South 
Hamgyong Province on a regular basis, set it as the most crucial 
construction policy for 2022, and implemented it. 

How much importance was attached to the construction of large- 
scale greenhouse farms in the country is well evidenced by the fact that 
the areas where the Jungphyong and Ryonpho greenhouse farms are 
located were former major military bases. 

The scale, modernization level and construction speed of those 
greenhouse farms are also noteworthy. 


The Jungphyong Greenhouse Farm, inaugurated in December 2019, 
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was the largest and most modern greenhouse farm in the country by 
that time. 

The farm comprises a total of 320 hydroponic and soil greenhouses 
including 300 semi-arched, double PVC-sheet buildings, each covering 
an area of 1 000 square metres, hundreds of houses, public buildings and 
production buildings, and its management and vegetable cultivation are 
put on a high level of modernization. And its construction was carried 
out in a little over a year. 

However, the Ryonpho Greenhouse Farm is twice as large as the 
Jungphyong Greenhouse Farm in terms of scale and production 
capacity. The farm, occupying 280 hectares, has a production area of 100 
hectares and the capacity of producing over tens of thousands of tons 
of vegetables. Over 850 blocks of modern, intensive and industrialized 
hydroponic and soil greenhouses go well with houses numbering over 
1 000, schools, a hall of culture and general service facilities that are 
distributed to retain the local characteristics. 

The whole course of construction of the farm was filled with great 
ordeals due to the ceaseless provocative manoeuvres of the hostile 
forces, the epidemic crisis and consecutive natural disasters. 

A house-moving event took place there in November 2022. 

Merry dancing parties were held and voices of singing and laughter 
resounded. As it was created as a precious asset for the people in the 
most difficult days for the state and people, the greenhouse farm gave 
confidence in the bright future and great encouragement to not only 
the people in South Hamgyong Province but also other people across 


the country. 
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2022 was the first year of socialist rural development in the DPRK. 

At the Fourth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Central Committee of 
the WPK, Kim Jong Un set forth anew programme for rural revolution 
so as to put the country’s agriculture on a higher stage by vigorously 
stepping up rural development and usher in a great new era of making a 
leap forward in the socialist rural areas. 

Through the vigorous struggle to implement the programme for 
rural revolution in the new era, solid material and technical foundations 
were laid for mechanization in the countryside, and thousands of farm 
machines were supplied to South Hwanghae Province, which is playing 
an important role in the country’s agricultural production. 

In 2022, 5 500 farm machines manufactured by the workers in the 
munitions industry and hundreds of rice combine threshers produced 
by workers in the machine-building industry were supplied to all farms 
and workteams in South Hwanghae Province. 

New-type farm machines were designed and manufactured to suit 
the specific conditions of the country and ensure easy operation and 
high working efficiency. 

In 2022, regional-industry factories in Kimhwa County, Kangwon 
Province, were turned into models in modernizing the regional industry. 
The modernization of the factories in the county was carried out in a 
short span of time, raising the modernization level of their technical 
processes and means and improving their business management. The 
factories are equipped with production lines to make most effective use 
of the agricultural produce and forest resources as suited to the specific 


features of the area. At present, the foodstuff, garment, daily necessities 
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and paper factories in the county turn out over a hundred and scores of 
varieties of products ranging dozens in kind. 

The country is now pushing ahead with the modernization of all 
regional-industry factories with those in Kimhwa County as models. 

All the regional-industry factories are making intensive study, 
exploration and research to renovate their production lines and increase 
the production of quality consumer goods by relying on local specialties 
and resources. 

Besides, the Taesongsan Ice Cream Factory was built, modernization 
of the Orangchon Power Station and the Kumsong Tractor Factory in 
the first stage was completed, and the large-scale sodium carbonate 
production line was set up at the Namhung Youth Chemical Complex. 
They are precious assets for national prosperity provided despite 
manifold harsh trials. 

The Sixth Session of the 14° Supreme People’s Assembly of the 
DPRK, held in early February 2022, adopted the law on childcare, and 
efforts are being made more vigorously to provide the children with 
dairy and other nutritious foodstuffs on a regular basis and improve the 
conditions for their upbringing. 

Provinces, cities and counties are pushing ahead with the projects 
to either build large-scale cattle and goat farms equipped with dairy 
and feed processing facilities or expand the capacities of the existing 
ones. Accordingly, cows and goats have increased in number and the 
milk production boosted markedly as compared to the same period 
of the previous year. 


And the dairy production and supply units across the country are 
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provided with vehicles, freezing and storing facilities, containers and 
other necessary conditions for the regular supply of fresh dairy produce, 
whose hygienic safety is fully ensured. 

Conviction in the sure victory of the socialist cause is neither formed 
of its own accord nor is eternal though it has been cherished. 

It can grow firm through a correct understanding of the advantages 
of socialism, constant education, their experience and keen feeling of 
the national strength and prestige of the country. 

As long as they have a powerful self-supporting economy, invincible 
single-minded unity, matchless military might and precious experiences 
they have accumulated overcoming all difficulties, the Korean people 


will surely realize their dreams and ideals. 


2k > 2k 


In its 75 years, the DPRK has always served the masses of the people 
and relied on them. 

Greeting its founding anniversary, the Korean people declare to the 
world with dignity that the future of their country, where the masses of 
the people are the masters of everything, will be as rosy as ever and they 


will realize their ideals without fail. 


Along the Road of Socialism 


Written by Kang Thae Il 
Edited by Yun Yong II 
Translated by Jong Myong Jin and Cha Kwang Hyok 


Published by Foreign Languages Publishing House, 
DPR Korea 


Issued in September Juche 112 (2023) 


“T-230880086914 


E-mail: flph@star-co.net.kp 
http://www.korean-books.com.kp 


ISBN 978-9946-0-2230-7 


9 "789946"022307"> 


